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The Rameshwaram Bridge, a 35-kilometer-long chain of shoals and islands connecting India and Sri Lanka, has been
a subject of fascination for centuries. This ancient bridge, attributed to Lord Rama's Vanara Sena, is not only an
engineering marvel but also a testament to the rich cultural heritage of India. As described in the Ramayana, the epic
Hindu scripture composed by Goswami Tulasidas and originally written by Balmiki, the Rameshwaram Bridge was
constructed by Lord Rama's army of monkeys and bears to facilitate their journey to Lanka to rescue Sita from the
clutches of Ravana (Balmiki Ramayan, 5.1-5.5). The bridge's construction, which took only five days to complete, is a
testament to the ingenuity and skill of the Vanara Sena (Goswami Tulasidas, Ramacharitamanas, 6.1-6.245). The
Rameshwaram Bridge's unique engineering features, including its submerged structure, demonstrate exceptional
construction skills. The bridge's foundation, composed of rocks and sand, has withstood the test of time and the harsh
marine environment. The bridge's construction also showcases the advanced knowledge of marine engineering and
architecture possessed by the ancient Indians. This study aims to explore the historical and mythological significance
of the Rameshwaram Bridge, as well as its engineering and architectural features. By examining the ancient texts and
scriptures, such as the Ramayana and the Ramacharitamanas, this study seeks to provide a comprehensive
understanding of this ancient marvel.

1. Introduction

The Rameshwaram Bridge, also known as Adam's Bridge, is a chain of shoals and islands connecting India and Sri Lanka.
This ancient bridge has been a subject of interest for centuries, with its construction attributed to Lord Rama’s Vanara Sena.
The bridge's unique engineering and construction features make it an important study subject. The Rameshwaram Bridge,
also known as Adam's Bridge, is a chain of shoals and islands connecting India and Sri Lanka (NASA, 2014). This ancient
bridge has been a subject of interest for centuries, with its construction attributed to Lord Rama's Vanara Sena (Balmiki, 400
BCE; Goswami Tulasidas, 1575 CE). The bridge's unique engineering and construction features make it an important study
subject as seen the significance in Figure.l.

ST T W

Figure 1 Significance of Ram Setu

According to ancient Indian literature, such as the Ramayana and the Ramacharitamanas, the Rameshwaram Bridge was
constructed by Lord Rama's army of monkeys and bears to facilitate their journey to Lanka to rescue Sita from the clutches of
Ravana (Balmiki, 400 BCE; Goswami Tulasidas, 1575 CE). The bridge's construction, which took only five days to complete,
is a testament to the ingenuity and skill of the VVanara Sena (Goswami Tulasidas, 1575 CE).

NASA satellite pictures have confirmed the existence of the Rameshwaram Bridge, with images showing a chain of shoals
and islands connecting India and Sri Lanka (NASA, 2014) as shown in Figure. 2.. The bridge's structure, which is still visible
even after 5,000 years, is a testament to the advanced engineering and construction skills of the ancient Indians.
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Bridge at Pamban

Underwater Coral Bridge (Adam’s Bridge Or Ram Setu)

Figure 2 Under water Coral Bridge 30 Km

Recent studies suggest that the Rameshwaram Bridge may have been constructed using wooden piles, which were driven

into the seabed to form a foundation for the bridge (Ramasamy, 2013). This theory aligns with several intriguing facts about
the Ram Setu, which has captivated the imagination of many. According to the Valmiki Ramayana and Ramcharit Manas,
Lord Rama built a bridge over the sea to reach Sri Lanka. Though much of the bridge has been severely damaged due to the
Sethusamudram Project, remnants of this "setu" still exist today. Let’s explore 10 interesting facts about the Ram Setu.

1.

10.

NASA's Satellite Images: In 1993, NASA released satellite images showing a 48-km wide landmass between
Dhanushkodi in India’s south and Pamban in Sri Lanka’s northwest. These images sparked political debates in India, and
the landmass came to be known as "Rama's Bridge" or Ram Setu. The first image of this formation was captured by
NASA’s Gemini-11 spacecraft on December 14, 1966. Twenty-two years later, the ISS 1A satellite confirmed the
submerged landmass between Rameswaram and Jaffna islands as shown in Figure.2.

Scientific Inquiry: In December 1917, the American TV show Ancient Land Bridge suggested that the Hindu myth of
Lord Ram building a bridge to Sri Lanka might have a basis in reality. A 50 km long line of rocks between India and Sri
Lanka is believed to be 7,000 years old, while the sand beneath it is about 4,000 years old. The age discrepancy of these
materials raises the possibility that the bridge could have been man-made.

Naming of the Bridge: Initially, Muslims in Sri Lanka referred to this bridge-like formation as "Adam's Bridge," and
later, Westerners adopted the same term, believing Adam passed through it after being cast out of heaven.

Bridge Accessibility: Research suggests that until the 15th century, it was possible to walk from Rameswaram to
Mannar Island using the bridge. However, a cyclone in 1480 deepened the sea, submerging the bridge due to rising water
levels.

The Bridge in the Ramayana: The Valmiki Ramayana narrates how Lord Ram, to rescue Sita from Ravana, had a
bridge built by Nala and Neela, sons of Vishwakarma, with the help of the vanara (monkey) army. The stones used in
constructing the bridge floated on water, possibly volcanic stones that do not sink.

Dhanushkodi: The place where Lord Ram struck the bow (Dhanush) is called "Dhanushkodi." The bridge to Lanka was
built from this location, as mentioned in the Valmiki Ramayana. The bridge, known as "Nala Setu,” was reportedly
completed in five days and was about 100 yojanas long and 10 yojanas wide.

Advanced Construction Techniques: The Valmiki Ramayana also describes the use of advanced techniques in building
the bridge. Some monkeys transported large mountains to the coastline using machines, while others tied ropes to build
the bridge (Valmiki Ramayana, 6/22/62).

Kalidasa's Reference: In addition to the Valmiki Ramayana, the poet Kalidasa in his Raghuvansh describes Lord Ram
talking to Sita about the Ram Setu. The bridge is also mentioned in other texts, including the Skanda Purana, Vishnu
Purana, Agni Purana, and Brahma Purana.

Location of the Bridge: After a three-day search, Lord Ram identified the spot near Rameswaram from where a bridge
to Lanka could be constructed. Dhanushkodi, located on the southeastern coast of Tamil Nadu, is just 18 miles west of
the Talaimannar region in Sri Lanka.

The Shape of the Bridge: Dhanushkodi got its name because the shape of the bridge built by Nala and Neela to Lanka
resembled a bow (Dhanush). This region is part of the Mannar Sea area, and Dhanushkodi is the only land boundary
between India and Sri Lanka, where the sea's depth is shallow enough that land occasionally emerges from the water.

Valmiki’s Ramayana is believed to have been composed around 5075 BCE, shortly after Lord Ram’s coronation. It was
orally passed down for generations before being written down around 1000 BCE, supported by archeological and textual
evidence. This theory is further supported by the fact that the bridge's structure, despite being submerged for thousands of
years, remains relatively intact. Thus, the Rameswaram Bridge stands not only as an engineering marvel but also as a
testament to India's rich cultural heritage. This study aims to explore both the historical and mythological significance of the
Rameswaram Bridge, alongside its engineering and construction features.
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2. Methods and Materials
This study employs a multi-disciplinary approach, combining historical and mythological research with geographical and
engineering analysis. The aim is to provide a comprehensive understanding of the Rameshwaram Bridge, its construction, and
its significance.
2.1 Primary Sources
The primary sources used in this study include ancient Hindu scriptures, such as the Ramayana (Balmiki, 400 BCE) and the
Ramacharitamanas (Goswami Tulasidas, 1575 CE). These texts provide valuable insights into the mythological and historical
context of the Rameshwaram Bridge. Additionally, historical texts, such as the Mahabharata (Vyasa, 400 BCE) and the
Puranas (Various authors, 200 BCE - 500 CE), have been consulted to gather information on the bridge's construction and
significance.

2.2 Secondary Sources

Secondary sources used in this study include academic research papers and engineering studies. These sources provide
valuable information on the bridge's engineering and construction features, as well as its geographical and environmental
context. Studies published in journals, such as the Journal of Indian History and Culture (Ramasamy, 2013) and the Journal of
Engineering and Technology (Srinivasan, 2015), have been consulted to gather information on the bridge's construction and
engineering features.

Figure 3 NASA Satellite Picture Showing Submerged Adam Bridge

2.3 NASA Satellite Pictures

NASA satellite pictures have been used to gather information on the bridge's geographical and environmental context as
shown in Figure.3. These pictures provide valuable insights into the bridge's structure and composition, as well as its
relationship with the surrounding environment (NASA, 2014).

2.4 Geographical and Engineering Analysis

Geographical and engineering analysis have been used to examine the bridge's construction and engineering features. This
analysis includes a study of the bridge's foundation, superstructure, and materials used in its construction. Additionally, the
bridge's environmental and geographical context has been examined to understand its relationship with the surrounding
environment.

Figure 4 Appears Like Wooden Piles

2.5 Wooden Piles Construction
Recent studies have suggested that the Rameshwaram Bridge may have been constructed using wooden piles, which were
driven into the seabed to create a foundation for the bridge (Ramasamy, 2013). This theory is supported by the fact that the
bridge's structure is still intact, despite being submerged in the sea for thousands of years as shown in Figure.4.

This study uses a combination of historical and mythological research, along with geographical and engineering analysis.
Primary sources include ancient Hindu scriptures, such as the Ramayana, and historical texts. Secondary sources comprise
academic research papers and engineering studies.
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3. Methodology
This study employs a qualitative research approach, combining historical and mythological analysis with geographical and
engineering analysis. The aim is to provide a comprehensive understanding of the Rameshwaram Bridge, its construction, and
its significance.

3.1 Historical and Mythological Analysis

Historical and mythological texts, such as the Ramayana (Balmiki, 400 BCE) and the Ramacharitamanas (Goswami
Tulasidas, 1575 CE), are analyzed to understand the construction and significance of the Rameshwaram Bridge. These texts
provide valuable insights into the mythological and historical context of the bridge, including its construction, purpose, and
significance. The Ramacharitamanas written by Goswami Tulasidas (Lanka Kand-6.1 to 6.2.4) states that:

20 6.1

At 3 firf urew wfiafz Az 3erg |

3T < e feife wfe d g s 11 111

0 6.2.4

ST o A el AT | T AT ST IS I ||
efe MM TRE S | 9T 30 Sifed &7 d 11411

3.2 Geographical Analysis

Geographical analysis is used to examine the bridge’s location and environmental context. NASA satellite pictures (NASA,
2014) are used to gather information on the bridge's geographical location, including its relationship with the surrounding
environment. Additionally, geographical studies, such as those published in the Journal of Indian Geographical Studies
(Srinivasan, 2015), are consulted to gather information on the bridge's geographical context.

3.3 Engineering Analysis

Engineering analysis is used to examine the bridge's structure and composition. Studies published in journals, such as the
Journal of Engineering and Technology (Ramasamy, 2013), are consulted to gather information on the bridge's engineering
features, including its foundation, superstructure, and materials used in its construction. Additionally, engineering studies,
such as those published in the Journal of Bridge Engineering (Srinivasan, 2015), are consulted to gather information on the
bridge's engineering features.

3.4 Wooden Piles Construction

Recent studies have suggested that the Rameshwaram Bridge may have been constructed using wooden piles, which were
driven into the seabed to create a foundation for the bridge (Ramasamy, 2013). This theory is supported by the fact that the
bridge's structure is still intact, despite being submerged in the sea for thousands of years.

3.5 Data Analysis
The data collected from historical and mythological texts, geographical analysis, and engineering analysis are analyzed using
a qualitative research approach. The data are coded and categorized to identify themes and patterns, which are then used to
draw conclusions about the construction and significance of the Rameshwaram Bridge.

Thus study employs a qualitative research approach, analyzing historical and mythological texts to understand the
construction and significance of the Rameshwaram Bridge. Geographical and engineering analyses are used to examine the
bridge's structure and composition.

4. Results and Discussion

The Rameshwaram Bridge is approximately 35 kilometers long and consists of a chain of shoals and islands. The bridge's

construction is attributed to Lord Rama's Vanara Sena, who used natural materials, such as rocks and sand, to build the

bridge.

e The bridge's unique engineering features, including its submerged structure, demonstrate exceptional construction skills.

o NASA satellite images show that the bridge is composed of a series of small islands and shoals. The bridge has been
submerged in the sea for approximately 5,000 years, yet its structure remains clearly visible.

e Ancient literature, such as the Ramayana and the Ramacharitamanas, describe the construction of the bridge. These texts
state that the bridge was built by Lord Rama's Vanara Sena, who used natural materials to construct the bridge.

e This study demonstrates that the Rameshwaram Bridge is an exceptional example of ancient engineering and
construction. The bridge's structure and construction features demonstrate its uniqueness. This study also confirms that
the bridge was built by Lord Rama's Vanara Sena, who used natural materials to construct the bridge.
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5. Conclusion

The Rameshwaram Bridge is an ancient and mysterious structure showcasing exceptional engineering and construction skills.
Understanding the bridge's construction and significance provides valuable insights into ancient Indian engineering and
mythology. The point-wise outcomes are as given below:

Ancient Engineering Marvel: The Rameshwaram Bridge is an exceptional example of ancient engineering and
construction. Its structure and construction features demonstrate its uniqueness.

Natural Materials: The bridge's construction used natural materials, such as rocks and sand, which were readily
available in the area.

Submerged Structure: The bridge's submerged structure demonstrates exceptional construction skills. The bridge has
been submerged in the sea for approximately 5,000 years, yet its structure remains clearly visible.

Wooden Piles Construction: Recent studies suggest that the Rameshwaram Bridge may have been constructed using
wooden piles, which were driven into the seabed to create a foundation for the bridge.

Ancient Indian Mythology: The Rameshwaram Bridge is an important part of ancient Indian mythology. Its
construction is attributed to Lord Rama's Vanara Sena, who used natural materials to build the bridge.

NASA Satellite Pictures: NASA satellite pictures confirm the existence of the Rameshwaram Bridge. The pictures show
a chain of shoals and islands connecting India and Sri Lanka.

Thus the Rameshwaram Bridge is an exceptional example of ancient engineering and construction. Its structure and
construction features demonstrate its uniqueness, and its significance provides valuable insights into ancient Indian
engineering and mythology.
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3 Treft quront 7 ft 2frreq o et firer 21 et 7 i wargaditear frefeRt 7 oft TH &g 1 oo e iget
AR forgm 7R Tobelier bt sifer ¥ st it @t 3 fmior s s foan @ fom wg get it i o et
Iqafen 1 T Io Uiee 1 GH M, ST i a6l a7 iR & fasm &1 afq o & s1ed yfte frg € smyfie
W IS 7 hafel ST STe 31 3l gL © o GHa ST SATeT i S=rd ioh ST Jfg 1 +ff TIeh a1 2 T
HR STYH TR o w07 3h1 EemT T FiereT W 9e aTcl ST o STEdd § GHET ST HehdT § Toh Tl T 3TTgfeh
forertor eelien o oI ST 2 R fore e & wifersr  wrfareer Tkt gor fermitor ot fam o o7 & wehd ©

2. famam

W | g fmtor annht
sfgTertTen THTIT # Wefd aeHifer 7 T o fwior ue |t 1 agd for & St foRa )

®  TTT WY HHIT: RATET FT 0T || (2-22-53) SIS STREE T TR : < HIRA |

o el 3 HHI I FRI o AT 3 Fat o TS S et B A ST 3R 3 |g T S Eie o T

o T T 3G FA: T AT A F AM|| (2-22-54) FASK TG dorg fareprere A -31f | foreaeh: gwadiy

OIS IO || (2-22-55) F3d: T S0 JohwTS: o GUR GHI |
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S aeft wehr o Ut | o feEm
o U3 o AT = UTeU B HOH: || (2-22-56) 35 hq 39 Ie JSITE 809 % |
® 3B I, I o UN] §5 ok CASTEIMI o GHI 5 Jail oI, TSeht S a1eqoor off 31t e 31y fomr srei aret &, 33wt o
<yl
o T SICHTICTHTHS AT AT || (2-22-57) FHRUA TpaT~Taa GHTeTENarad: |
® ST CTHT % Ug, SR shl HITaAl, AT SR farsfices, i, spett 7R =19 % Ug oo 3T
o ERaHTT HETHRT: TINTHS TG || (2-22-58) THAHL FHCAT I TRl = |
SRt TTfeh aTet farsTret ST aret siedl 3 2reft & ST1ehr it wIgMT 3 UeTel i Sute fear ot 32 =ifers Susrton g o
ST TR
7 e It 1 1A o T €2 Uohg §U A STR 0 311 W g1 L T8 9| TH 2hl ST | kgl sfali SR AT 1T e
I TETST S foa oot ehe ST g1 & I o fowdi i e faam
T | get fHaior et et & ATt gr o, Qe ol et | geid Jedt SATfe |t & Hsisld §q e s Sooid 8
-3fer 3t il wrew frafe afe 3er)
A 3 e e e o &g s 11
a7t
T Iel-3 Tl SR & T WA hil TE & (SWIEH) 33T o & IR AT-WATH AA-AA 3l 3 | I =BT W& Tea
(Ha0) TG S 2l 11
FET A TIT ISR BT & 1o T Gt o7 5 qUiaa Sifereh ST STepfdes T T ST g1 o7 ST qaiaer i gfe &
EURERECRI
9 qA I TR A& A dTet Qaca o | 78 7 & 7o e 50 ToReTiHiet Siel 36 Ie o Teol ot et o, Ot | ot
TS 3 TR AT Weer T it 3 B, ST % T | 9 ¥ R 3 § WrEd i 8. 3 - aries 39 ff 8 8. 9
M B HITFaT W B hl aTe 3 I H dXd T8d &, IIST | WISH hl WINT § EHS 1 S e FHT ST 9o 378 3o
Y T TEar 2. I 91 B 2, S Forelt e & Sifen o ot e @ ot foret < o e 3R 3% SR 39T e 2. | 76 I
A © foh o7 Top Seat Sfifa 3R Ugiaitoree & fSieg deerl sht aer oft SHfeTe S=8id 39 qeerl ot 3ua foha St ot ot
AT o
STET AT T ST EHE H o qeerl T ISl THE ot o UfdeTiées SAfkded shi SR Hehd FLdl o, gl o STTar ol
T ol ool § ST T o7 ST ST o6l a7 2 foh T8 e Teer STt off T § <l 311 e €.
AT oFie qat frmior aft
AT I H WO O A 0 T S SR et iehl &9 & TAIAOT b1l ST &) $HH IUANT &1 ATt qaTed SR aeheiieh
39 TN §
® F3hIT (Concrete) — I=a-31Tth ATcT S-ELEE Hshie TS oAl § Tl 37T e
® T (Steel) — FHATA o TSR, heled I ITETH T ol HSTEd! TG o foTT SEHTA BIt o
o -TTe I Y33 FHhic — AUk R T&d & fag)
o  FHrIfore HefEeH — gk 3R foshres ot Fmfor o fore wger- fEwiee diferer (FRP)
® U B (Pile Foundation) — W% 31 U3 Aok 10T AT hshie o ©Y €T ST 2
° WW?@'-‘%‘H(CaissonFoundation)—@@WWWE&?W“T@W%@TWWW%I
o TETM 5T (Suspension Bridge) — 91 S il o foTq, STEt 9 WaT Wiet sheled g 7T Bl 2l
o Fad-w 51T (Cable-Stayed Bridge) — wﬁﬁaﬁﬁg@@ammwaﬁmﬁmwél
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o TIH A H T HLETSA! hl Tl o ToTu [ U-ISI ShifeT 3T SRINT fohaT ST &
o  T¥TeT TR shehie ol Tk TR T o TS § ST o o festre o Stra 21
® %A 3 (Floating Cranes) — SR LTS &bl I3 o ToIT Tt oht HTTS ST
9 T, AT T AT H 37 QiR ST ehieht o = Sgd STaRas SidT @ fore o Je Hefed, e 3T ool
T TS o1 | 30 TS 98 U T STafr e o 2T gameTs & 9 o
STeTfeR TR Hew O qTd AT ot Sfafte & @ ST wehar 2
TG gt AT S qariareT
TS o ST T H TR T A S © TGN i 3 T o JoHEH &1 T8 8, 56 et 8
o o fmfor & wagslt Sfiait % Sepfaen ST Y JoRET TgeaT 2
o WW(CoralReefs)ﬁﬂﬂﬁw%ﬁaﬁaﬁ?&ﬁﬁamél
o frmtor fafafer 3 wror STt & e (sediment) 1 STt 2, o stefar Sfidt st @i o o SiATS Bidl 2l
o T FHioT 3R @ % SR de, T I 371 Ygehi T FETa HHET ST i 3fva o &ehell 2|
o fmior wrft (S Efiwie 3R T o T STt # firereRt ot St o forg Sfenre 8 e 8
® T o WiV HWST UTISAT o SATE i STUd i § AT el shl STcatersh HTaT &l 2 |
o  SAURISAI § TEATH o HRUT STTEUTE 6 HHET SHal o S{1a =15 T 3TEL IS 2
o fomfor wrfafarfera o S it el it strarsy wE Sfat (S ifew 37 seer) o e A ST )
° wmmmm%m@mﬁmﬁﬁaﬁ%@(biologicalcycle)ﬁgﬂﬁﬁaﬂﬂ%%l
° EI%FIET;&GICIH,éﬁ%a@qﬁ'(m,m(migration)mélWﬁ??&%ﬁﬂﬁ@dddﬁf@&dbo&‘iﬁé@d
B
TEE] TATROT TR T
SATCHT{oF THTET T THENAHTE o STTE, STel ST 2T GRT AT 6T o §1 TohT ST o e &g oo 8 w4t o ot greir
O W off ST WE 39 Tohe T g, A 2 7 ST G & TR 1 gE 1 Hehed for qe Sg 39 3 w6 3UTeUd g
o & o SelT St STR e o fop et et Arwieh I 38 e | YT € ST S g i e R wehd ol |
IEH T S o 39 A & T sfa Siqett Hwy AT
TeHITeR AT o g Hie (B 22-23) H Ieei Herar & foh T &g @z sl 30l dde T ST T o1, ey as sfa-
SIS shi ToET T &N 580eh f-HTor  forTe e ol derefieh S St wrer e
il 22, 531 45-46:
"G AT ARSI SEHETET |
RIS |ref fRret: wften sl
" AT 39 Rt R TE |
forgat A 2l Y wererTET: |
"I o 28 T SIS SATS S AR o | FHeTeht TeeRi i & ST ol
o 215 TR AT o HHI 5 ol T8 T Tadl bl e s & ="
T =31t T BT § R AT ¥ W T Te o vt ) e 6 o foeem
TS o HHE AT o a1 o STTER o U1 q ST S 63 3 §ag 0 & Okt @l
TR H e T © fof STel S 81 3 foremred wefal & qeor SR Fe7 ATt 99 H STed, A1 o AH &9 H go o o
T O A &
T fore St R R i !
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AT 2ft T 1 A forEeRt Ste weldi b B o ST T A1 98 o TRl SR e S @
T 7 Teha fircran € 5 g Y we 9ot & ofie T afeen St wag W ot oed ad Sfiat o oo star
(habitat) SwTferd =& g1l

®  {YZ I UHT U o el Tl &Y U FeTled BT T, $HH STTURAT ST T Siiem 0 =ad T 87 8|

T e 15 A (i got st 2, a1 36 fier 9g 61 TeTs 7 St 9§, fred g o awet § afteda
HHAT & WAfhT TH & T T awdt g5 off, Fed wg & Yare i oy amen 3ot 7 g% Sfw wrieferfershy o
(ecosystem) ﬂTFW &l

H@WW@H@@@W-W (water circulation)WW@G’lﬁT%T

3. Fremd

T HIT AT TAT o AT 6T T FlA T I I BT 2 Toh THE] T TATSRUT-3TTHe T off, I8 31 Astelq off
o Tt o gaTq ST oft faiter & fEmeR Bt ® (e siafta ToiElt % HieRe dfeTa-2 ST @ oft 1 qwi
ST Safer & 38 <@ ST HehdT )Seloh ST Io Faior 7 ek Qi Te deheieh Teiarer W Sishet T4 STerd! 8| 98
Hifia sty & fTg & ST ST <1700 S Teaq 1 A 5§ 2 8 T o Sefe sy go et § fwfa
A1 o SIS g A THIT &

TR Tk U Afoeis it aitfRerfieht-stqeRet wee oft, foraent stemm st SSfifrafer i watawr g §
HITEATSAT 1 S < T 8| ST T T S0 SR ST HATerh TATaoT-STTeheT 10T qefriehi i ST et =mfey)

4. HEH T

1. g areHif TR
2. HARAHEH
3. T
4. sffag wrTed Tiar
5. 3T IS
6. IT3EA AT Sfeam
7. Ramchari.in
8. Bridge Engineering Handbook
9.
1

Design of Marin Facilities for Berthing Mooring and Repaiof VVessels
0. Construction of Marine and Offshore Structures
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1. wEaTEAT

T SFFET TR ferey] T ol Hea,

T HIEAT T ST e off % A
TS § 39 T 35T Sfie H 6 o T § 3T § AT 8, A H TRam! St 7% i Se1 d ¢ FEd 8, “H 39 T8 o de
AT E S 0T o TWE & (7R AYe Tt Steehi e o3 o e i wehmer sefiate ey 8 S 319 &9t 3o 1 aHTH
A 81 T % R Sfa & 7T A o forafie 3T st aviexta @ aH & wm o for fafie o 37e awlexta 7 e gfefen
37 Sl TTAOTAT T I BTt fopam Sftart & 1% 91 e, hete, v forem omife & 3+ Sfie 3wk fafire ug w e smefe
A &, T ST ST & ST ST0-370 Shefed T aTer Ut 8T & ot &, el e o 3o o1 389 81T & S o 1% o &hve
T & TH AT TT6 o i ST WA, IAFRITE, heiod, =BT TH i T% 1 S R o410 € | T s SFTermor gfersn & ot §
IR T 78 € I8 o1 Todd ST 3| SAfk 7 e 7T % Hqul Afehed b1 SR 21 T e Toepe o fRrear I o
TSTHE H AT ST & 0o 37! 30 16 T oh1 BIdl 8, 36 T 3¢ AR § S 81 ST & 98 Fed ol H I §T  FASR
& 3 HieTie aeqy ST=st T o, 39 T fornfert TS avRe Y e TSHee g € S T o o § of ST T TR
A | T G TSI SR B S & ST AT o 4 8, Forersht aste & feranfir a0t & € 50 7% afiTe & wwem m a3
WS o FIT IR BT ST 2 T % 9 H % 9 B © ST a8 TR W R ol T ARTE 3o avft i o 3 ad ) 3%
3T ToralT e L 2, 76 ETadT & TR U 8T TH 3 S AT 0T of ST 8 ST o do S et o a8
3 el i HTH L oAd 2

2. foww
AT St a2 ST 5 7% o1 Eeer T o YehTT ST 2T &, Foreh ST € e gfE o HeEm g 7, 1R A9 el stedi
T AT BT ST 21 2ff T T 16 T 1 3T H ST T & 7 o7 7l o WeTehal § qUal S 2l 3 =R SR @ fawrs <ar
| T SR & ST & TR IAHT STeey TR TIAT 2, F8 @ ¥R St il 2 <t &) 3wt wy feranfiesr Sft wr ot S7oedt
“IF GLT” o foTT 3 o ST T ST Hld 8| T et SRl STt 3= HHAT o & & - QAfohet SRTE ST o S X of 019 ST
) T & Sratary F % fTg 3% A STt 31 T o e JEd at et fRfad 8 S, 8 1 W 9 g @ T e ek
Sieratt & ifed 21 T St % F© 92 2 S 98 TR ¥ FHAT A 8 Toad @t W 1 I A % oI w2 €, ofw
AT 3[E BT 2
W:%LW,%ETEFQT%?
TESS : TH, HATH FHA % [ ST ITH TeuTe T ST o L T T H Hel T8, T T, S FHTs o GRT 6T ST
aTeft JreTd & 39 Ty 2 37 & anfie vt Y Wiy Bt B, wewed & € Sewfar, dodrell F T o4 8 87 9 o ufie ¥ ot
T © T SR H foreror 3hi ik OTE 2 JMTET b1 STVATH % o SUaRT SIS & & ol fafg, et 718 2
T 2 B %, Teloh STCH TR TSIl THTCHT sl ST &1 Hehel 87
TES : T, fordeh % S0 38 WA SATcHed T JTe F1 T BIT 81 I |l IR H & oo & 3R o w9 ¥ foreama €, ot
frar 2, e forooy 2, ofR et e 21 3ft shmor &, A Ot TRATCHT T HIETeRR 81 ST W e YT &1 S 2
TR : THTHT T 2| € F ST ST ST 719 o G hl STHT Sl TH?
THaS : T8 oI STThIST W Sl ST 81T o) T TR Hicaara e H I8 ST o1 W fI@rs T 81 37 I 96 8 W
ST&T 1 T&Y J1d 81T &
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T ; <1 T ]2
T TTTHT ShT & < BT & ST IHRT Scohs X AR 1 TTfery e 21 forer safr st gl ek T bt faehied o
I < ST 81 FATEATIcHe, o w9, GMYeRIvT, Wit 98 T3 o YATE ¥ S 8| ATCHT ST fraTenT o |Tef TohieH Bl &, ael
HioaeTie ol T S9aT 21 3H 379 &3 o sfia forrsmm o, a+ft formen 3 i € 2
T : Tt o @ e
TEE: A 1 Aq TRl 1 3, 39 T & o FEATT 8] Weht W1 bl AR Fel foha S wefn| F 1 gfo o
ST T TIEY ¢ 81 ol SR ST gee o 3ieh o & 31t 31 3w T et 21 S7a 8 ST o ®9 | W1 Si @, a 8 S
form e & st fera 18 S FreRm &t g ot | fagan @1 gt stat o1 S T 2, e ST e
3. frerd
% SRS | 3T TR o U ol SR IRAAT SR TH ST | T ATH T o JH 1 JUA [T 2 TH HET[E o <ol |
TAHET TY, FET eI H HATTehT ST FHLAT G| T = 7% o <O H T L TeelaT b1, 36 aeh T o GH[ 1 STGHAT § W FY
9| T 3 ST 21T o WY e I TSR TOITH TR SThIeT <ol 4 qoF 91 sh, 36 18 - rerifen Sff, aene St @t o
e i TAHESh Bl JUTTH feam)
oft T 3 gt - « e A ged e B R B, over o b gfy % W weww X @ g f e g o wd eva ww &
oo §) 7 o1 =, forome ST STmem & W &, § €O § STR SITeniae 8 o HR0T el foreor 3 a1 g1 vl afe ft et € - «
STE STTHIRT T & I ST L &, IET TR qFa STaet ST § U7 forsie STH g7 21 JT9 Sa&d Qo 3T FR1&TT ST et
3T V[, W SR AT G Rl afert R T 21 31 ST qv foranfe shy areT qut ek 3T T % @Ter 36 el
T | R g w17
Torafer & et - < g3 T 2 i e e St ok @ o g T it I G i e, 37 FEe WET WHaE 9T
et e e dqof s I wemf ol St 1 &9 |1et Yo sRed €17 foranfie St 3T sheeht, TH 3T & s 310
Y TR I T S TEIH L o
4. deRUe

1. Tw = we ISBN 81,293,0123,7

2. |EUT AT T AR - 3 T Il = 2022 (pg 402-416)

3. R IR (pg 45-56)
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1. ATt

#ff THEAHTT o Yatohis § Ueh ST ST & Fore €iar Sit i @ist § oS srersTiell AT 3l &t SITed Sit o qed H afafr
=T <1 AT QT € | SHTE-ST8 i H HZshd QT ALE-aXE o e I3 B 37d: o el foTIet @Hg & q¢ 7T 311 uged & | 34
Tz i foreTrerar st e vt IR g o @ steid feiftrd, FRreT of wiferd 2 s ) weR o g 9 wofr 1@ § &
STETY % WIS HUTAT = 3¢ I€ TTH-HT AT AT o7 fo HIAT Sft SlehT oh TR SATTeeHT 1 &1 o131 83 2 3TN ALt ¥ Tohelt T 1 ot
ST & BN | 37 I A Tl ST I8 I 38 WeT 2iar @ fob Hiar Sft it @iet & fofw snftawesnm =i 39 faemet 9 st
e ket €1 (i & g0 wereh 70 oft 31e Uoh st sTgT 931 Ao T8t Wz Al sht e o i Uk STcdd teeHd guvfH
2

2. viverae o forwar @t foear
St foh IO ol fope TRIT € S e @ ceht sht gl 100 A o U H He S Sq-370t e erwarstt s s
T §T S8 HHF hl AT bl H AT SFEwefdr o2k Ud € | Sgd § A AL qoh Fed @ (oh of Aerehan SFed AIs ash &t
HYZ TAH Hhdl © | ST St 7 ot a1 b aaT & It 37 shTehr &1 <h 8 3EfeT 3 SR U S § SR 2
FET 12 1 A1 I © Toh ATeHifoh THTAIOT o feRMaherT ie o 29 o Wl o 26 o *31eh § SIATST g i EfiT ST T @i &g

Tftar & 98 e ok Afa STTIehT ST 81 ST AT ST, o1, TTeITe 3T SR SATRIRT H S 3hi 1T 6T Bl Uk el HohdlT & | 3T
T 3ie, Swed Sit, e, o 3 3= &1g ff 9 38 9 § e et 100 A @Hg 3 drE ST srameiar
T 59 L T8 © 2 SATRITHI 36 |5 o6l WTieara a1 @ 2 i 21 7% T 31 TG oI 8w 1 38 @1 il 2l

e ey SIS H ) Rl we e Tt s 1|
78 Hoi ¥ Fafi 3fe Sft i fo foRfSshem Tt % et 9, 3 |ng or e 3 o e g9 § et 3 o e § R s e
TUE o AT TRl & TR AT 31T &0 3¢ T G ga1 foramer et & o & 5@ forre wpg ot e wndy sera el | ST
srgesrEqul Rl qUT TS o JaAUS oAl GO hl LA H W g SHad St 4 ST bl Tz TR HT Aol ST § e |
A TEA AR forehedl oh for= i o SR SITed it o ST qerm e foshed & &9 87 St &1 SiedTed id g 3T
% 39 YR 3Tk IM(cha ohT TL0T SHLT:

A |1 ISl HIS ST ATRT| ST el €1 ATl q e ||

3T & AT | SATRITHR 6 ST H THT S A7 FHiA H1 & S Y 7 &1 Goh ST RN SIAR AT WA T 1 6T 6 forg &
gATR

T 1S AT qa SR G HIS Tedrehl|
L HATTER EAH ST o G0 95 AT 1 I8 6T A T¢ STeaicnsh o 8 i shaet e 2K o ST Sted St
=1 € AT o1 fof 39 o AT a6t e 3t &7eaT shalel SIHT SiT o OT9 &1 2 F8t 3o o foh Ot Tt §arm o s i o
T TR ShereT STHT ST ol & T ofT| 360 Eafer o 2ff Tt shl 39 =Ia1gai i & &I 9 Ug:

STy I ST @ S| TSl T G|
I R

TS Wa A e 1| ST et T fere siaa|

T | TE T R e dife S S

HITETA ST A T3 6T 5T bl 9 1 Tareht 34 forTet @Hg i STEm! & ar s foram
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R ECIRINECRIHIESIBICIER DI SIS EIG]

IE T A1 Al 31k & ATk T2 shl o1 I8 & Tofs STl 37 3f11e S8 we™ ot oft 36 &Y A o e arel 9 o 311
o Rt faeTs 3 § | STRaTeh 3 T i @t @ 2 |
X AATIER I8 IS AT 9HF 6 o7 | T8t & AR Sed St i amarett o ai § 78 WHoT HAT A o gag 3
SIHhT AT TS ST STH ST H TSI Sfet o FHeT 79 &9 T R o T o, qel 3781 S it oh ST 3 forie o Y
| TIGRAT ST 3TeT s1afer 7 & quf o ot it off | It et and oo 3 U e T o 8 | e a8 9
TIGRHT He o HiaX Reerd @1 =1shi 1 TGRS €| ST o i3 A 37134l =ish [ofd &7 HE®IR <05k e o, o el ugd il
& el o € 39 foRITet Yard T H € SeeT W1 € S 98 761 HRuarst $ardnT § shvfl O e ST Hehell € |
ST it oh dTdfersh STTWHTRT $21 |1 =ishi hl TIGHAT § 8] 3TTUeh SAfhTTd STHeRRT o foTq # =1aT g fob #el TR H el
TS =5F B & STH el T8 <03k TATET BIT 3] 386k HUX SHAST: TISH, TR, 3Ted, foRTg, o1 =, Tew 9
HEHR =56 ohl eI BT 21 3Tq: AN A TR oW T ST Sit el 8 fohd o @ A1 &1 S ar +ff 37eh SR /1 100 At
HUE S T IS S A & & e Fewd|
S BH S0TE Sf ok AT H oft dfreh == R o | 3fTe T ST T STt ol qee ST SerRTet! ol ST9ehl ST o feTe I8
ot e T § foh wiTedt oAt 2re Tt oft foh o Tl ohiet Saoht TelTord |Id AT o TFoht TRt &1 31 shrd fohall shadT Tl
e 3t1e 3T TA € STITelt T o7 37 98 o F 200 A TR T AT G A +ff 3 vt T rew B) Tt gm@w
T T T eI BT 2
H HATTER THRIOT H TS | i AT sht a1l shi 178 8, Il I8 SATeATfcAsh i 0 36 HETR 3T Hohd HLdT 8] 36 THR
FA ST o SR TV & F0Id TR sh I AT SU3TH S (WIS 2l Te STshAT T Tah 16 Heord foarm 7 2
ST o B Heeh AT © fof 718 STl ot 7011 & Ik & TSTem o 7707 @ Wtfedeh foeTer Tteres 3R qafte arfess 371 e
T T ST ST STl ST Hi HAT ST € S 36 @R o R ST ATCehT H 31 g8 2l 37 ©ffT St o ST=wor o forg 2
I UL WS Yeal H e Toh Wit Sft ot @ISt o foIq & 57 i1 10T oh TR ST 87| 9 dreadl § Ueh Afiren gfskar € forad
forelt oft wTereh A 1 oY TR eI H ST o T ST I SR AT ST USAT /1 STEAT 10T o 1S 37 39 YhH 2
1. 7 (e ifed) 2. oM (STTer-37gRIme) 3. 3red (R 1am)
4. STOTRITH (AT FEEn) 5. SemeR (3 ) 6. e (s
7. € (ASe) 3T 8. |HIfer (Tt o T Ueha)
S BH g1 leh TTOTETH o o H o7 wfers ==l o of | EHR I H 10T o &9 H AT S-S STt 9rg /1S di) ) Hd
i TR ST et R
1. ITOT STY - € 1Y o1 J€ [T & SiT §HIL AT o 1T & THI I

3 of et iy ek ST 21
2. T ATI- TN I H 7@ AT AT o A § S feher areft I

! AT a1 Fed o

3. OO AT - I8 a1 TN YRR 6 e ST arett qom $fiat & smew 7 areft

T AT o S HIS[E Wl & S T ok foTq Tek arg-Hiey it aig s el 2
4. 3T TG - € A1 THHT AN TR H WSS =T ! F I3H o forg et

€ | 3T &1 21l § fretent o1 & TSreeht o wrea @ <3d i

Tl HUT hT ST AT | € AT TR <Ie=dT hl A relrgal

T ST S 8 | AT AT H A8 38 a1 2 (HieeRH) %

foTe ateeiet et Breft 21 3 At 5eft ey <t T R oE- e shi Hfaat S fafeat s e o #
5. AT 9T - AT 1Y SHIN TR H T o 1o STarmifi Srert O IR §

YTaTE % | FRa et T 2
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T YT 0T 7 Qell o=l arg o (e 1 TTe ST hi AV 81 STOTRITT o 3T o 6ol &H S0l shi TTfef 371X
I ST T afafid e § a1 1 S0 € | STV o | S SR 07 1 A EH & S ¢ ae 98 G el &
HTEAH § HTL I H ST =05k i ST L 8

ORI AT E&iE <ht Ueh 31cdiq el ufshan & St for Mifafeat & fore we sge @ ufsean off 21 seifere gmomam
T o foTe &9 TeT B Ue A1 7% S i STy gl © |
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When I know who I am, I AM YOU”
T &H | gt feufr o e 8 2 g0 o 379 2 &Y +
FYTT 7 T TG FHEAT

59 37 7 TIA 39 Rl T el ST STk A 1 &1 ok SIHT SiT oh ST JTICRRITC S ST 1 it 7 Had & 0
R T AT ot 7 gar w@ar 81 36t 10T A1 A ST BH WO o SR G § SR ok € R ek SR i
LT AT & I B SIHM ST o T AT S ST &) 3 TS o6 S HHHh 5T i ITH hLd 2| TFAH St g o1
g TR o YeW #d St o T Twma 79 &6 YEM AT 2feIHH St 86 o i iR e oM &d & St T u
T A9 88 TS T 2l

37 H T TN 2T SR &, HT g e i He 8, 3 e g w9 € | 36 wed € ged =i ok uw e %
TR foT S BT SAT hT 1§ H |l shl BIH STt o1 STRAdE fircd|
st gt

1. qoEEr™ Fd THERaad

2. YETHE
3. &AM =forEr
4. IS YA “Hr



SR R AehT: foar-geft &t erfaw frarer

Hrew 3

APS INDIA
(njforexamcell18@gmail.com)

ISBN: 978-1-960627-06-3

& Ty 1 (et e T,

THTIOT AT TTET AT STt
7 ) SFTHRE 9T B, far iR gt & sfte o Rt ST T8 ST 8, ST SIeE & i SR Rt g 78 wEd,
qrtesia R g2 GHe % YTl € g1 g1 R¥al &) TR el  Jia1d ol & 3icia I4, T, Fe07, Gl
371fa %1 ga Taed & 57 U1 ! G 1 fowdn a1 & foaT o) Tadt gfiet gidt 81 Tt B e & e e &
yftret weeaqu 81 3 arar diar St & e foar aon o T % T o i < 37 Jfy @ W g¥ ot 39 7 o Are-
YT ST 1 A ford adie € foart, a1 qa A IRaed 7 ST SR i 6 78, ek ol 8

1. SATSHT

TIST SiFh Uk SATEATCHh T8 o | TSI Sk + HidT STt i 218 HEhr fou |

iar Sft ST e ot @ off, 3ot € afifera aver oft off| 9% e (T fas) o I 7 o o o, 3 €

SRS % F # ot frqur off| 3 ot T ot e e # @ we offi Wi St 3 il € cm o St =74 8, wferd 7w ot

IR T § foa o W 33T & $7 e Uit R SASTRIOT 3o Afehea # fore 3R 4 foa..

2. faaw

TS 3TTeRT At o & 7 HaT St T ISTEX0T ST $5uT | U 3R Gar 77 1 il o o T 21 I8 e iRt el

BT foh ST STt o =TT 7 218 W TOT h FereeT S fUar ST U T 2% HEERR o S 8 gl

ST Sk o Hiar St 61 3 fRremd & -

1. fogea iR s

TSI S o €A1 St st Tt formrwarsti, enfierdr, 9red SR STTeH-Tfiehia st fRrem | F 79T shefed |iaT STt ol had

TR 371 AT feh et SaT AT & e, sfeeh e SreAicnsh forsher H Heraesh AT ot 71d )

2. Torer oft warcterar

TSI ST + €T Sft 3l 359 I W 0 o A seanfed foram, [Sa@ 9 @52 ol Iiaan s a1 0 5 Jead S dehl

STk i1 F AT ST HTeeT i i b 176 @)

3. oW 3TN HATEY - TS ST A 3¢ ST foh Tt TR o7 T T SHRTT AT =TTe, =T aiReerferat forarft oft afoe it 7
€| IEH ST foh STHed o AT H =T Weel A1 81 €1 UId © foh 1 1 o1 Sty fUar 37T @it oh ariuiees st &
el Ik Wk AreATfeden 3R Afdes Hely ok Uik =l

4. EUTS H FHeRT

IR AT TR 7 hae T TeT dfeen U oI, T Rifard Afeer 3R e <ot o &9 1 off €t st it veae agaqy 8l 56

SRR TSI ST 31 3701 oAt o SIfr T8 S ATiaei 3 SrTioreh forameemy st gt fapam)

ST EYT ST o ST H ST ol ST 378 a1 TSI STk 3Tk (=01 oh1 @rel fora]

5. ATaT-foar o &9 § i

TSI ST 3 HiATEaT | €T St o1 Ferr s sht +ff shifrer <hll 7 @it it ol SAfadie & ToRAT ueT, qe ST S 3 F

Fad AT o T forame fopam, wifesr a1 oft it fora o SwreRt we-wem geferd @)



Seventh International Ramayana Conference 53

6. Tehe % AU IR TATY WA+ TS Sk 3 10T T 1 T foF wohe o Ty 9 TG T SATawas 21 3+ 98
forgrer feetman for faTgat o6t AT oFtes 21 =4 1ot 3Tae) T1fts T Te=r HehdT 2l
7. HHFAT AR T TS S A 3¢ I8 off fomaman for &2 =afth 1 aumar 3 9w & 91 ST =iy 32 3
HH e SETE0T @ foh U7 AN feramer e et i €1 3 et e € foreft off e o6t e € €
8. SATCHITATHYE® Sheicd o1 TTeH hLAT - TSI STk o ©IdT ST & a1 foh 7 hael Toh Tedt sifosh ok T 7R T ATk &
T1a ot 7T FHddedT T T HEAT ST 2
9. Hiar it =l foreT st o Uar & &9 § sHes it 7 forfear @ =,
“TH T | A S 773 2, s UHT STT=R0T Fe] AT [SIed 37Tl e ohi HATeT i o8 U5 |
g orfer o[ gar wqas, mﬁwwﬂﬁrﬁ%@é
Wﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂﬁmﬁwwaﬁ%ﬂwﬁwaﬁﬁmmmméﬂé Y T &, TSk oI o et STt & o ahned-
mm@mwmr@ﬁmwmaﬁtmaﬁﬁmaﬁt 3Geh G Ik 4 8 Y (ST ST <, AT ¢ 1o & ]
%ﬁmmﬁﬁwaﬁqmmwm%aﬁtﬁwaﬁqwﬁﬁmﬁmwmﬁﬁ%@wﬁwﬁaﬁaﬁmﬁ
wmﬁmﬁqﬂ%aﬁﬁaaﬂ%wmﬁaﬁﬁrw
i foretifer efiwar vt | @ et v foeft
ohfee T 3T T STTehl, i) weT-AestTe 3 )

a1 farfean s arreror ot 2T
ST IO STkt H ET S 2T TH S Sl @ At e A qAfhd 81 TG, o ST 3 o ol T 3R 36 UH i A
wﬁwwmﬁtwﬁwaﬂﬂﬁlmwﬁémﬁﬁmmﬁwﬁmwaﬁmwnﬁmﬁmaﬁ
ﬁaﬁﬁ‘zﬁ%é@%w%ﬁﬁﬁmﬁmaﬂwwm%mﬁmqaﬁwﬁﬁéﬁmaﬁmwwmmaﬁﬁm
o S o 01 81 ST 3T okt T o]
fésrrgéamﬁm-ga%ﬁw‘ra%ﬁ‘a’q
FFATE T ST AL STeT STeh STt Pt © foret o ot < o Sehl Ot qu et o o1 | &, 371 4H IE et 31K g T41)
IR HET — “SIN! TS e 36 AT H SR 31 THS § AT AT Toh o T et ohl dfers e fam) st o STet 71 e
1 A - oo o 3 TaTt-aa foRar 31«

FE GeARL FIT STt A | foh el Seht 7 3t HiST SR S it Aoft Gkt seet | S| SR Al 70 shilod U9 § dfen
ferarfora &1 g3

Wﬁ%aﬁmﬁﬁwqﬁaawmﬁﬁm ST fersiehe | Sk SR AT 34 firet ) Uk Pt S HEe o aHTH
a@ﬁwwﬁ%w@w@aﬁﬁmwﬁlaﬁwﬁa%ﬁ@aﬁwr@ﬁ%mﬁﬁwwwﬁm
ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ% ELEIREERRIEE IS CRE R R E R ElD 7T 3T O T aRET A
@ﬁm%mﬁwﬁlﬂmsﬁaﬁa‘rﬁwwﬁw IE T T—

AT S S {6 ol | 93 U iy foree
T sl fohT et Q1% | o GIoiet ST e | il |(3FATEATHTS, el 286, T. 533)
SITT: T ST 7T @ ok O &1 AT Pt 8| ATalT-fOaT o 707 37 &Y 37 g

AT AT H ek AT HEWIS Sk o &1 707 AT 8
HHE FATN 2T G HAT IR
Tt ST HATIT BT
str=riaa=a § "
Sl o EaT Sft o et QETieeRT ST € B ©, Set aigd o @ o MieT-ge o forg St €1 T ST it
o a1 oft 36t T O BT 31 HeATH AT STt T <A Toh FAATON TeRged! o 9 H A ST 8, S-S qrr
HTH § TGS o AT STt 21 ook Tl S0 qatesht # T sht Sufterfa T 3k ®9 shi SRTET et HidT 37 a9 o
ST B 33T &

Y = AT forafe | 3 A AR STEAl| (SRS, 1.196)
forvanfirt <t ST uTeR T et e dreA o T 33, 30 wHe T Sft it SHreherar 55eT 8
et foret forere siqdtl e foreTa st a9 el ( STershis, 9.221)



54 Seventh International Ramayana Conference

T AT sht AT T e, S HaT o 7T Teh-Teh &0, Fhed o | St 81 2| S 6l I8 SATperdt 7 o it s off
=, ] STeX ¥ ST € wifed fawas AT 1 T U At 1 A o T 6 8 v §; Ear A 8 A O ol w9 9
L o T fremr e form —
¥ A ToITS S O ST SFATIe TH | ST ((9.220)
et oft I Srerifed T fewaan Hiar it =i gedT w1 TeE g ue -9 e § s 3 8 diar et —
T A S SiTe 7| hfe el & BIgfe Gl
21 A7 ST Toh sharet W) ferfer ] e ST =1 ST | (STRATEAThIUS 9.353)
SITOTATY S ST =18 &, T8 Hot & SITO7 & STeRT Tooht a1 B SRR AT 18 ITe? 318 forem #fiem ot 319 gear ua strewera st
i 2
AT Sft % =it 1 ue et forrene s off fawems 3t 21 B, aftei wereht Sf sJerert HiaT Tw o 61 gE-gae @ W off|
I o STeT BT 38 TER 2| Fra - ST hel I6h WISH | TSIHE ohl AT BIgHT =TS ohl 1T off| Wi 3R IR o 311
TERT o ferTehe ST 9 EdT «f Teeh! FeT<Id FcehiL fohaT, eI oh SRUT-awaAT ohil Feeh! HalT S shil ¥R i AT aiS
T, AR Fgral-SHT € FAT-A eew Rl
TSy wftsrfe fieft et | s Sifes st wita afe 2 smEremTe, 9.532)
T i 310 qe 9 o aier 39 o oft foa, S emehe H S SR g1 3 e 1Y) T T S Hed o A
@1 T HTHRL TN o |2 ToT § o § FHame et €1 310 aer & & foredt ot a=qe Tard! 21 ot Oft s o7 Arar-firn
& fiyerdt 2, S 3 forgera o STes[E 39+ am sheary 3 TR 92 o1 i ot §—
T Torq ATq &E o ferahet 1 |kl Wi
eRfgaT ¢S] Uls HS Gauferi| (SRS, 9.533)
Hiar Sft <t STqfera Sfemm it afer 37 Sr-Te o O ST =qus & oft gfSmier grar 21 sTusfa €t Sft i Ste T an-
HqT o T, ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwwmlwwmwm%ﬁﬁww%mmnmqaéai
T, 36 RT3 Tt e o ST S i g e ST AR 3 STe I I TR S Y T o S s,
At T & T St 3 9w o Rrvar e R R v we 9F % 370 o S e o Rear e v St
aﬁﬁ%mwwqammﬁ%ﬁﬁ@ﬁqw%lWmﬁmﬁwsﬂﬁﬁﬁqaﬁ%w%wﬁﬁﬁtﬁ
Tt afeer R et g8 Fadt §—
|3 T 81 M AIel| 319w Feiss AT 78 drehl| (GahUs, 9.665)
oA Sft g 71E fiehR ST T o Ui STTEAT 3T et o1 Uitamaeh 2l 36 Yohr EidT Sit o7 I gHed THd § e e
T &, S e ue forew aftReerfaRt o off 8 wE g o afeEmes 2
3. frewy
Tt o &9 | TSI S €T St A 3osrel, Al R ANKTG SaAd 1 GF o SR T HA1ee] [Uar-git gee
Ty fomam 3eh I9 S wge 3 Hiar St ot T e Uk 3TMest 9T SR, Sfesh Teh SRuTEres ART | TSI SR oY
fRrearatt ST et Sft 2t Sfiar A 3 &6 It R @ for uh werh ST fRiferd wfear amrst i gl 2t 21 Tl Sieh ST Hiar
St 3t Sfie am it sEeR g6 T ot o € o O fiar stoet goft % St s e wvet s weedr 21 3 e st
difeat % fere oft Antaster st @l

4. weiia Ty
TSR TrHTOT
PInEEIGE e
ITTITERT
T ThaT

A wbdheE



The Difference between the Ramayana and Mahabharata

Kajari Guha
(kajariguha@gmail.com)

ISBN: 978-1-960627-06-3

India abounds in cultural heritage. The two great epics The Ramayana and The Mahabharata, are not an exception to
this. We all might have the notion that these two epics are just ancient tales, but if we delve deep into the past, we find
that they captured the zeitgeist of the age when they were written. It has been found that the two epics educate us
about the ambivalence and significance of righteousness and wickedness, peace and war and selflessness and
selfishness. With an apology to Devdutt Pattanaik, “While the Ramayana tells us what we ought to be, the
Mahabharata tells us what we are.” Bhagwan Gidwani opines that these epics reveal the essence of religion that is
“fraught with complexities.”” Sometimes even the righteous have to meet difficult challenges and suffer from angst, not
finding an answer to their questions. The two epics depict various aspects of life. Let us have an account of them
through a meticulous review. We have undergone many versions and adaptations over ages, it has been accepted that
the Ramayana was composed around 5th to 4th century BCE by the Sage Valmiki. Sage Vedvyasa is supposed to have
composed the Mahabharata, one of the longest epics in world literature over centuries, around 400BCE and 400 CE,
evolving over time.

1. Theme and the Characters
Prince Rama is the protagonist of the Ramayana. He is the seventh incarnation of God Vishnu. The epic describes his journey
to rescue his wife, Sita, from Ravana, the demon king, throwing light on the concepts of duty, morality, loyalty and sacrifice.
The other main characters that have added flavor to the story are Lakshmana and Hanuman. This epic focuses on the personal
journey of Rama, covering his exile, Sita’s abduction, and her eventual rescue. It also includes gods, demons and supernatural
powers, but relatively depicts a few central characters and their relationships.

The Ramayana is primarily based on the concept of idealism. Every individual here tries to fulfill his moral duties. Rama is
described as “Maryada Purushottama. Sita is the embodiment of virtue, patience and loyalty. Hanuman who has a significant
role to play is the incarnation of loyalty.

Having explored a broader and more intricate spectrum of emotions, ethical dilemmas and philosophical questions, the
Mahabharata deals with grave discussions on duty, righteousness, wealth, desire and salvation. The longest epic has around
one lac verses encompassing mythology, history, theology and philosophy.

The Mahabharata has Lord Krishna, Arjuna, Bhishma, Draupadi, Duryodhana and Karna as its major characters who are
instrumental in exposing the complexities of human mind. This tells us about the conflict between two royal families—-the
Pandavas and the Kauravas that leads to the great Kurukshetra war. The theme revolves around the political, moral and
philosophical principles including the discourse between Prince Arjuna and Lord Krishna in the great Bhagwan Gita.

2. Religious and Cultural Impact
In Hindu tradition, the Ramayana plays a much more vital role in religious rituals. The story is celebrated in various festivals
like Dussera and Diwali. The characters like Ram and Sita are considered divine beings and their idealism is worshipped by
the devotees. Ramlila is included in the theatrical performances to popularize the Indian culture.

The Mahabharata is known for the Bhagavad Gita, which is much more popular for its philosophical and historical
implications. Bhagavad Gita is a part of the Mahabharata. This is one of the most important texts in Hinduism that educates
us about how to live a righteous life navigating ethical dilemmas and comprehending the challenges and how to meet them by
observing the nature of reality and divine guidance.

3. Morality
The Ramayana has a moral tone that is relatively simpler than the Mahabharata. The heroes are clearly defined by their values
and virtuous actions whereas the villains are themselves conspicuous by their evil deeds. Lord Rama is the paragon of virtue
while Ravana has been portrayed as the manifestation of imperfections. The values highlighted in this epic try to explain
idealized virtues, making it easier to distinguish between good and evil.

However, the moral tone of the Mahabharata is more ambiguous. The characters are more like the human beings who are a
mixture of virtues and vices, making it difficult to classify them under the categories of morality. The fiery spirit of Draupadi
whose actions shaped the destiny of the entire Pandav’s clan can never be found in Sita, Rama’s wife who is as submissive as
a lamb to her husband’s desires. Bhishma, a noble warrior, fights for the Kauravas who are morally questionable. Duryodhan,
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who has been the root cause of the war, and has been portrayed as a trickster and the catalyst bringing an end to the
Hastinapur dynasty, was named Suyodhan by his father Dhritrashtra, affectionately. His name Duryodhan suggests “someone
who is extremely difficult to wage war against”. He shares all the responsibilities of his ninety-nine siblings and the mother
Gandhari who used a blindfold to show her immense love and respect to her blind husband. In a nutshell, Duryodhan has all
the qualities of a good soul, but sibling rivalry and the influence of his wicked maternal uncle Shakuni changed his mindset
that posed him as a villain, hence the moral tone lagging behind.

Karna has been posed as a tragic hero, but he fights against his own brothers. The Mahabharata offers the clue to life’s
complexities. In this epic we find that morality often involves strange situations where it is difficult to choose as the choices
are paradoxical.

4. Supernatural phenomena
The Ramayana introduces supernatural beings like gods, demons, and magical creatures. This is a heroic narrative where
Rama as the avatar of Vishnu and characters like Hanuman possess divine powers.

The Mahabharata features Krishna as an incarnation of Vishnu with his divine intervention and supernatural occurrences.
There are many celestial weapons and beings that are more intricately tied to the philosophical intrigues. Lord Krishna reveals
his cosmic form to Arjuna in the Bhagwan Gita. This is deeply symbolic as it explains the complications, problems,
entanglements and emotional traumas of human life and the universe along with the divine truth itself.

The final note

The Ramayana and the Mahabharata are both revered epics about India’s cultural heritage. The Ramayana carries the seeds
of ideal conduct and relationships, but the Mahabharata focuses on morality and the intricacies of human mind and heart. It is
a sprawling exploration of human nature.

Respected C. Rajagopalachari said, “In the Mahabharata, one finds not just war and conflict but the internal battle of human
emotions, choices and dilemmas.” The Mahabharata exposes the encounter between heart and mind, struggling to create a
poise between reason and romance that is nearer to human character, committing mistakes and trying to amend them whereas
the Ramayana has a divine status that points out the follies and gives a warning to all about how to prevent them.
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Delving into some unique Heritage practices and historical sites across The Tamil lands associated with the valmiki
Ramayana and how important Rama is in Tamil Nadu.

1. Introduction
Ulagam yaavaiyum thaamuLavakkalum Nilai perutthalum Neekkalum Neengala
Alagila vilayaattudaiyaaravar Thalivar annavarkke saran Naangale
Thus Spake Kamban, the Maha Kavi who rendered the story of Rama in Tamil in 10000 stanzas, which still stands as one of
the greatest epics of Tamil. This is also the 2™ oldest rendition of Ramayana available to us today post the Valmiki’s
Rachanam.

But Kamban himself says that he considered which of the 3 available versions to rewrite and that, he took Valmiki’s
version, showing us that there were 3 versions of the Ramayana prominent across the Tamil Landscape in the 10" / 11"
century CE.

In true testament to Brahmadeva’s promise to Sage Valmiki at the start of the Epic, the Ramayana is both a spiritual and
cultural text that encompasses whole of Bharata Desha, nay the whole world. Rama or Ramayana was not new to Tamil
people before Kamban and you can see numerous references to the Epic from the time of the Sangam literature (Historically
dated to the 4" Century BC/ Before) and post that in the Bakthi Kavyas of great Nayanmar and Aazhwar saints.

The Rama Kavya has been etched and entwined with the lives of all people across Bharatha Desa and especially in the
Tamil Lands in all aspects of life and society including literature, art, music, dance and cultural mores. There are scores of
temples that tell the story of Shri Rama through breathtaking sculptures; the list is endless.

Here, we thought to showcase how Rama is entwined in the Tamil Lives in 5 different ways, from this vast Ocean. We will
look at unique practices that are still followed in Tamil Nadu (or in some cases, exclusively in Tamil Nadu) for celebrating
Rama.

As Kamba says, we want to try and lick the Milk from the Ocean of Milk like a Cat. But | think we cannot even touch that
ocean, and we would just attempt to lick or may be smell the milk.

We will look at some important places across Tamil Nadu that have either found a mention in the Moola Grantha of
Valmiki or have been referenced in other puranas (including Tamil Kavyas) as being associated with Lord Sri Rama. Further,
the practices of Seetha Kalyanam that are exclusively practiced in Tamil Nadu in Bajan Sandhyas, Events organized by
Kamban Kazhagams (Groups) Parayanam of Ramayanam in Various ways of Valmiki / Kambar / Other great bakthas and
finally the Literary Ramayana works in the form of Natakas/ Poetry/ Prose.

Ramo Ramo Rama Ithi Prajanam Abhavan Katha:
Raamabhootham Jagatboodrame raajyam prashaasathi

Valmiki says, when Rama Ruled, every talk was about Rama, Rama & Rama and the world was centered around Rama.

Lets see how this part of the World Became Rama’s World.

2. Rama’s Ayana - Heritage Walk

The Story of Rama - The Ramayana by itself means the path that Rama took — Rama’s Ayana. There are innumerable sites
across the Bharatha Desha that Rama, along with Lakshmana and Seetha traversed by foot and made those Lands Fertile.
Here we are going to walk along five such places exclusively in Tamil Nadu, that have either been described in Valmiki’s
epic or in various historical recordings/ puranas. We have consciously avoided some of the architectural wonders which has
the Ramayana etched in Stone or paintings and their histories here as we feel that, it would be a separate paper all together for
another occasion. We have also not included the places which are now not in the State of Tamil Nadu.

1. Rama Sethu / Rameshwaram

Yatha cha Kaaritha: Sethu Raavanascha Ythaa Hathah ||

Lord Rama, tells Hanuman what he has to tell Bharatha, when he meets him, in the Yuddha Kanda of Valmiki Ramayana.
And one of the most important things that he wants to be told is on how they Built the Sethu.
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When we fly across the ocean from danushkoti towards Thalai Mannar (in Sri Lanka), you can still see a wonderful
Limestone shoal formation which exactly looks like a bridge — a floating bridge of stones. A man made wonder. It is not
Pumice stones that usually float, but Lime stone Shoals which only float in water here. You can lift it, thinking it would be
light, as it floats.

Rama, with his army of 10 crore vanaras (and as Kulasekara Azhwar said), with Squirrels and other beings aiding him,
built a wonderful bridge 100 Yojanas long across the Ocean, which is called as the Sethu — The Rama Sethu.

RAMESHWARAM is a very special place in the Ramayana as this is where Rama and his Vanara sena worshiped lord
Shiva and started to Lanka. It has a wonderful temple with the world’s largest corridor, also housing intricate paintings now
for Lord Siva. And as a place where Rama and Sita worshipped Lord Shiva, it is one of the most important pilgrimage sites
across Bharatha. It also has a unique custom of people bathing in the sea and 21 different wells, before seeing the Lord, with
wet clothes on.

Rama and his Vanara sena worshiped lord Shiva and started to Lanka from the land of Danushkodi, the edge of India (now
demolished by a cyclone on 18 December 1964). The place is known as Danushkodi because that is where Rama placed his
bow first when he entered Rameswaram. Rameshwaram, the name comes from the temple of lord Shiva as that Shiva linga
was made in sand by Mata Sita and worshipped by Rama as they came back from Lanka after the war though it was made of
sand it is still hard. Hence, the Shiva linga and the city was named after this incident.

The City of Rameswara is laden with various heritage sites associate with the Lord. There is a Kodanta Ramaswamy temple
in the Ocean shore, where it is said, Rama first performed the Pattabisekam of Vibishana, before doing the actual one in
Lanka.

Further down there is Thirupullaani Adi Jagannatha Perumal Temple — This temple, located close to Rameshwaram has a
direct link to the Setu Bandhana and Shri Rama’s worship of Varuna Deva for three days and nights on a “bed of holy Kusha
grass” (hence the name Thirupullaani, where “pul” in Tamil refers to grass. This is also the place considered to be where
Dasharatha came to before doing the Putra Kameshti Yaaga, to perform rituals for his ancestors.

2. Madurai Vrishaba Malai

Lets move further west from Rameswaram, and reach the ancient city of Madurai. This is the city of Meenakshi and
Sundareswara. The City where the Lordess Parvathi herself manifested as Devi Meenakshi and ruled as the Pandya Queen
along with Soundara Pandya (Sundareshwara).

The Thiruvilayadar Puranam, a Tamil epic describing various acts of Lord Shiva, that he did across Madurai, talks av=bout
How this place got associated with Rama.

There is a hill known as Vrishaba Malai near Madurai. (Now Housing the Famous Kallazhagar / Sundararajar Perumal
Temple and Pazhamudhir Cholai Muruga Temple). This is now famously called as the Azhagar Malai.

When Rama was passing towards Rameswaram, he stayed for a night at the Azhagar malai where Agasthya Muni met him
and advised him to pray to Meenakshi and Sundareshwara, for a safe return along with Seetha. Sure Enough, As Rama
returned Triumphant with Maa Seetha, he took an Occasion to visit this holy city along with her and prayed and paid his
obsiences to Lordess Meenakshi the Queen and Lord Sundareshwara — the Most Handsome One.

Madurai is the Place where everything and Everyone is Beautiful. The Lordess is Meenakshi / Angaiyar kanni - The Beauty
with the eyes of a Fish. The Lord is Sundara — The Most Handsome. The Vishnu is Soundara Raja — The King among those
who are Handsome. Then what is the Wonder in the Handsome Rama and the Beauty Seetha paid their obsaiences in this
beautiful place!

3. Srirangam — Ranganathaswamy

“Let me be Born as dust or a stone in the Holy Sri Ranga — where the bakthas feet would rest on me” prays an azhwar. The
Term Kaoil in Tamil, generally refers to a Temple. But in the Tamil Srivaishnava Sampradaya, if someone says Koil, The First
thing it referes to is the Sri Ranganatha Swamy Temple in Srirangam.

Lets now visit this holy shrine in the Center of Tamil Nadu. It is the Largest Functioning Hindu Temple Complex
inbetween 7 prakaras in an island formed by the Rivers Kaveri and Kollidam in Tamilnadu. It has been sung in praise by
nearly all the azhwars, and it is the Place where the Great Kamban performed the arangetram of his Ramayanam.

Lord Rama while giving away gifts to those who visited his Pattabisheka — told Vibeeshana that, he has nothing else
worthy to offer him, except himself — and so offers to him, his Kula Devata, who had been worshipped for millenias by his
ancestors, including Bramha — Ranganatha.

Vibeeshana carries that Ranganatha towards Lanka, when various Rishis pray that the Ranganatha should stay within the
boundaries of the main land of Bharatha Desha.

To ensure this happened, Lord Ganesha takes the form of a little Boy to support Vibeeshana in carriying the Ranagantha for
a few minutes until he completes his anushtana, But keeps it down in this island and runs off — when there had actually been a
condition that the Idol will rest where it is placed down first.

Finally Vibeeshana understands that it is the Gods will and accepts that the reclining Lord will be witnessing the Direction
of Lanka (South) and will continue to bless his land always.- This Story occurs in the Padma purana.

Even today, there are some Rajputs/ Surya Vamshi Kshatriyas, who claim that this Lord is their Kula Devata, as he was the
Kula Devata of Rama. There were various Kings across India (and Abroad), who saw Ranganata as their ishta Deivam , and
Named themselves as Rama rulers (Like Trivandrum , Thailand, Sethupathi Kings in Ramnad among others)
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4. Thiruneermalai Neervanna Perumal Temple
A unique shrine that links the Aadi Kavi Maharishi Valmiki Himself. It is said that at this kshetram, the sage received a
vision of Shri Rama along with Mata Sita, Hanuman and his brothers, in testimony to his completion of the Epic.

Famed as Thoyagiri, in the Puraanas (Thoya — water; Giri — hillock), this kshetram at the outskirts of Chennai is unique for
the fact that Bhagavan Vishnu blesses Bhaktas in four poses — Nindraan (standing) Kidanthaan (reclining), Irunthaan
(sitting) and Nadanthaan (walking). The connect to the Ramayana? This is the shrine where once Sage Valmiki worshipped
Sriman Narayana in three forms — Sri Ranganatha in a reclining posture, Sri Narasimha in a sitting position, and Sri
Trivikrama in the walking pose- yet he still felt that he was missing something.

As he descended the hill, the sage realized his heart’s desire. The sage appealed to Shri Rama to grant him darshan,
mentioning that he had completed the epic Ramayana on Him and accordingly the Lord fulfilled his wish by granting him a
vision as Neervannan (the Lord with the hue of “neer” or water) along with Mara Sita, Lakshmana, Shatrughna, Bharatha,
and Hanuman, and in some versions, with even Sri Ganesha appearing as Sugreeva.

Noted Vedic scholar, author and speaker Shri Dushyant Sridhar mentions in his recent book, Ramayana, that it is this Lord
Neervanna Perumal, who was also the kula devata (family deity) of Maharishi Valmiki, whom the Sage worshipped as Sri
Jalaadhivarna.

5. Mudikondan Kodanda Rama
On his return journey to Ayodhya, Rama visited the Sage Bharadwaja again, as he had promised. Sage Bharadwaja wished
that he see the Lord in Pattabisheka Kola (That is being crowned with the Holy Crown designed by Bramha) then and there
as he would not be able to be present to witness that celestial event.

To Bless the sage, The Lord Showed himself dressed as a king along with the holy crown on his head at this place in the
thiruvarur district of Tamil Nadu, giving the place the name Mudikondan (meaning — Person with the Crown).

This is the Tale of the village of Mudikondan according to Sthala Purana and this place has a unique worship of Hanuman
with Curd Rice, as it is said Hanuman was very hungry, when Maa Seetha provided him with Curd Rice here.

This sthala is also one among the Pancha Rama Kshetras in Tamil Nadu — or the 5 Holy Temples associated with Rama in
the Thiruvarur District of Tamilnadu.

Now that we walked across some interesting places from South to North of Tamil Nadu, lets also look at some of the other
cultural practices showcasing the Heritage of Rama across this Devine Land.

3. Seetha Kalyana Vaibogame
Pavana ja Sthuthi Patra Pavana Charitra
Ravi Soma Vara Nethra Ramniya Gathra
Seetha Kalyana Vaibhogame
Rama Kalyana Vaibogame

Saint Thyagaraja who lived in Thiruvayyaru in Tamil nadu and had Rama as his ishta Devatata composed this wonderful
hymn in Telugu, which is still sung in most of the South Indian Weddings, invoking Lord Rama and Seetha.

But there is a practice in this state celebrating the holy matrimony of the Lord and Maa Seetha by enacting it in various
forms, and rejoicing over the event considering as if kids in their own family have been married.

Let us see some of these holy matrimonies — Kalynana Manjari.

1. Seetha Kalyanam in the Bhajana Sampradaya

Under this unique tradition of Naama-Sankeertana established in the South of India by great saints such as Sri Bodhendra
Saraswati Swamigal, Sri Sridhara Aayaavaal, Pudhukkottai Gopala Krishna Bhagavathar and Marudaanallur Sri Sadhguru
Swamigal, the Bajan Sandhyas in the state are occasions when Seetha and Rama are married to each other or Radha and
Krishna.

Every Village in the state either hosts a Seetha kalyanam post Rama Navami until the month of Ashada or Radha Kalyanam
from Margaseersha Month till Rama Navami.

In a Seetha Kalyanam, singers, known as “Bhaagavathars” actually re-enact the wedding of Radha and Krishna or Seetha
and Rama by assigning parents to each side and reading the Lagnashtakam, pravaram of the Lord and the Godess and
Chornikai and even tying of the Mangal Sutra.

The Geeta Govinda of Jayadeva (24 Songs) are sung traditionally post which various songs by great saints are sung. A
deepa Pradakshina (/ circumbulating the Deepa) by singing Bhajans for the whole night (Jaagran) is performed. On The
morning of the wedding, events similar to human wedding are enacted like Mutthu kutthal and exchange of garlands post
which the tying of the mangala sutra happens.

The Holy wedding is complete with a feast for all participants and also a Kelikkai (Play ful games in the form of songs)
similar to human weddings.

2. Seetha Kalyanam in Upanyasams

Kamba Varidhi Ilangai Jayraj — an exponent of Kamba Ramayanam describes days of Yore at now half destroyed city of
Yazhpanam (Jaffna in Sri Lanka where Tamils Live) — where Thirukalynam in Upanyasams were celebrated similar to how
they would come to the weddings of a close associate.
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When the Story Tellers in Tamil Nadu say the Story of the Wedding of Rama and Seetha, you can see people dressed up
and Decked up to visit the Wedding of the Lord taking along with them gifts of Fruits, Flowers and Sweets to the Lord,
exchanging them with others and praying for Weddings at their homes or for overally human wellbeing.

3. Seetha Kalyanam in the Temple

Thirukalyana Mahotsava is a part of the 10 day festival in most Tamil and Andhra Temples. You can see the Images of The
God and Godess taken in procession in various mounts (called Vahanams) ranging from Hanuman for Rama to Deer, Serpent,
Garuda, Elephant, Horse and Lion. Decked up Moorthys of Rama Seetha, Lakshmana and Hanuman are taken in a procession
around the temples.

There would also be a famous Rathotsava and finally the Celesital Wedding is enacted to the Moorthys with complete
vedic rituals and Yagyas, similar to how human weddings are conducted, concluding with Blessings to the devotees (Mangala
Akshatha).

You can see this wonderful event in 1000’s of places across Tamil Nadu but the most famous Seetha Kalyanam happens in
the Badrachalam Temple in Telangana on the Occasion of Sri Rama Navami.

4. Kamban Veettu Kattu Thariyum Kavi Paadum
Even the moat that is used to tie the cow, sings at the house of Kamba, goes a saying — “Kamban Veettu Kattu Thariyum Kavi
Paadum”
Would the people of this land fail to celebrate the poet who gave them the Ramavathara.

There is a unique tradition called Kamban Kazhagams happening across places where Tamils live, celebrating Kamban and
his Hero, Rama called the Kamban Kazhagam.

Kazhagam means a Group. The Kamban Kazhagam is a society formed to propagate the works of Kavi Chakravarti
Kamban, the 12" century saint-poet, who composed the Iraamavathaaram, or Kamba Ramayanam, the Tamil rendition of
Sage Valmiki’s Epic. The Kazhagam aims to promote awareness of the poet Kamban’s works, especially through annual
conferences across various parts of the world, which prominently feature debates on various aspects of the epic.

You can see a unique tradition where people in high positions in the society pick up topics from the Ramayana and debate
on the Positives and Negatives / what is right and what is wrong — with a neutral jusge usually eloquent with the Ramayana
giving a verdict (which usually would be neutral — never aying who was right or who was wrong.

The Famous Topics debated are “ Was Rama Right in Killing Vali”, “Did Rama do Injustice to Sita by asking her to do
Agni Pravesha?” , “Who Was Worse — Kaikeyi / Mantra/ Soorpanaka” “Who is a Better Ruler/ City, Dasharatha & Ayodhya /
Ravana & Lanka” and various others.

Fierce debates are held on these topics where people passionately come and share their knowledge of Ramayana.

You can also often find comparison between Valmiki Ramayana and Kamba Ramayana Debated/ talked.

The society is doing a wonderful job in promoting and protecting Rama even among those millennials who claim to be
agnostic or naasthik, ensuring Kamba and Rama live until Tamil Lives.

5. Ramayana Paarayana
Rama is the Lord — or is it Ramayana Itself? You will often find that Ramayana being worshipped as being bigger than Rama
himself. Reason - Reading the Ramayana gives so much benefits.
Across Tamil Nadu there are various practices in reading the Ramayana of Valmiki / Kamba / Ezhuttacchan.
1. Navaha Parayanam
This is the practice of reading the complete Valmiki Ramayana (upto Yuddha Kaanda) within 9 days. Usually read during the
vasantha Navarathri it is also performed during other times of the year.

2. Punarvasu Parayana Krama

This is a practice to read either Valmiki’s version / Kambans Version of Ramayana, starting from the day of the Punarvasu
star and ending it on the day of the next punarvasu star (Rama’s Birt Star) — reading over 27 days. It is also practiced by
reading over 3 Punarvasu Stars (54 Days).

3. Sundara Kanda Parayana
Reading of The Sundara Kaanda alone over 9/ 18/ 27/ 45/ 48 days for various benefits. Both Valmiki and Kamba Ramayana/
any other version of the Sundara Kaanda — whichever is comfortable is read.

4. Ramayana Maasam
Over the Month of Aadi (Kataka / Saavan), The entire Ramayana is read at various temples/ homes by induviduals in South
Tamilnadu/ Kerala calling the month itself as the month of Ramayana. Usually the Malayalam version of the Ramayana by
Ezhuttacchan is read during this time.

Usually various chapters of the Ramayana /slokas from the Ramayana are read for various benefits, like the Jananam for
Begetting of kids, seetha rama vivaham for wedding in the family/ Sanjeevani sargam for good health among others.
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6. Rama Nataka Keerthanai — Literary Traditions of Ramayana

We talked so much about Kamban. But Kamban was not the first nor the last to picturize Rama in Tamil Nadu. As stated
earlier, there have been various references to Rama from Sangam Literature to the songs by Azhwars (the Poet Sints of Tamil
vaishnavvisim) or Naynmars (The Poet Saints of Tamil Shaivisam). Here we are trying to portray 3 Literary traditions of the
Ramayana excluding Kamban or the other writters who attempted to write the epic on the whole.
1. Thyagaraja Ramayana
Saint Composer Thyagaraja had his Ishta Devata as Rama and lived in Thiruvaiyaru village in Tamil Nadu. He had composed
1000’s of hymns in Telugu and Sanskrit on Lord Rama and is considered one of the doyens of Carnatic Music. He lived in the
18" Century and believed to have seen Lord Rama directly.

In Thyagaraja Ramayana, various compositions of Thyagaraja are picked up and arranged to form the Ramayana Story and
sung to please our ears in Carnatic music.

2. Pasura Padi Ramayanam

The 12 Azhwar saints have sung extensively on Rama and have highlighted the story of Ramayana in various songs.
Especially Kulasekara Azhwar, saw himself as a dasa of Rama and saw every Lord in every temple he visited as Rama.

The Various Pasurams (or Hymns) that the Azhwars sang are set in order to form the Ramayana story and thus forms the
Pasura Padi Ramayanam.

3. Rama Nataka Keerthanai

Arunachala Kavirayar — a Tamil Composer from the 16™ Century wanted to create songs for Ramayana that could be
performed as a Dance Drama. The Songs thus set by him and enacted regularly across the tamil Nadu in called as the Rama
Naatka Keerthanai (or Songs of the Ramayana Dance Drama).

7. Conclusion
Rama Rama Rama — as mentioned in the sloka in the beginning, Rama lives in the souls and the practices of people across
this nation. You can see that people sing rama/ talk on rama, enact the Ramayana. The Kings take his name and talk about
setting up a Rama Rajya. So as Brahma said to Valmiki, this Ramayana will live until the Sun and The Moon and the
Universe last.

When Talking on traditions and Heritage of Rama, how can we miss the most important one. Every Kambaramayana
session starts with singing the hymn Ulgam yavaium quoted in the beginning of this paper and ends with the song from the
Thiru Mudi Suttudhal / Rama Pattabhishekam.

Ariyanai Anuman Thanga Angadhan Udaivaal Yendha Bharathan ven Kudai Kavikka Iruvarum Kavari Patra
Virai Seri Kuzhali Onga Vennaiyur Sadaiyan Thangal Marabulor Kodukka Vaangi Vasittane Punaindhan Mouli
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Sita is the central figure of Valmiki Ramayana. She is depicted as devoted, faithful, and submissive in entire
Ramayana. Her purpose of life, the sacred responsibility, and the power in destruction of Ravana along with all
rakshasas is however neglected. Uttar-Ramayana discloses the past life of Sita as Vedavati. As the wife of Rama, the
incarnation of Vishnu, we pray her as incarnation of goddess Lakshmi. However, the essential connection between
goddess Lakshmi, Vedavati and Sita is lacking. The present paper makes an effort to clarify the mystery of Sita's birth
and elucidate the power of Sita. It further describes her role in Ravana's annihilation

1. Introduction
The great text ‘Shrimad Valmiki Ramayana’, is one of the foundational texts in Hindu tradition. It imparts significance to
society in terms of relationship, leadership, service, devotion, purity, ethical integrity, and moral excellence. The alternative
terms for Ramayana is given by Valmiki himself.
Balakanda, Sarg 4, Shloka-7 says that-
kavyam ramayanam Krtsnam sitayascaritam mahat |
paulastyavadhamityevam cakara caritavratah || 7 ||

Valmiki himself introduced Ramayana as the legendary saga, the Life-story of Sita. The another name given here is
Paulastyavada- that is ‘Slaying of Ravana’. This can also be interpreted as Sita’s role in destruction of Ravana is significant.
She is the reason. Sita is the central figure of Ramayana epic. She is often presented as an ideal lady in hindu society because
of her devoted life for Shrirama, purity, and Nishpapa in whole Ramayana tale. Her divine purpose of life and power are still
neglected.

tasmattvayonija sadhvi bhaveyam dharminah suta |
punareva samudbhiita padme padmasamaprabha || 35 ||
(Valmiki Ramayana, Uttarakanda, Sarga 17, shloka 35)

She is ‘Ayonija’ and her birth is enigmatic too. The present paper sheds light on mystery of Sita, revealing her past life to
understand her significant role in death of Ravana and life purpose.

Uttarkanda of Ramayana is deeply enigmatic where past lives and history of Rakshasa are told by Agastya muni. Shrirama
himself urged sage Agastya as he became more curious about history of Ravana’s birth and power of Indrajita. In Sarga 17 of
Uttarakanda, story of Sita’s past life as Vedavati is mentioned. Its mentioned that Sita was Vedavati, a Brahman daughter in
her past life. We all worship Devi Sita as Goddess Laxmi only. She is the Shakti of Lord Vishnu, and wife of Shrirama- the
purnavatar of Shrihari. The connection of Goddess Laxmi, Vedavati and Sita is lacking and this creates ambiguity about
Sita’s origin. The present paper focuses to clarify Sita’s past life, its connection with Goddess Laxmi and illuminate her
sacred task in annihilation of Ravana.

2. Mystery of Birth of Sita in Valmiki Ramayana
As we all know Raja Janaka found Sita and called her as Bhumikanya i.e. daughter of mother Earth. But how she became
Bhumikanya is itself a mystery. Uttarkanda, Sarga 17, Shloka 36 says that:
kanyam kamalagarbhabham pragrhya svagrham yayau || 36 ||
Sita first took birth in a lotus. She has glory as Lotus. ‘Kamala’, ‘padmini’ are names of ShriLaxmi.
In Shrisukta, rucha-4, It is mentioned that-
kam sosmitam hiranyaprakaramardram jvalantim trptam tarpayantim|
padmesthitam padmavarnam tamihopahvayesriyam || 4||
Goddess Laxmi is named as ‘Padmesthitam’ Which means Laxmi is sitted on lotus. Sita emerged from the Lotus as
Ayonija as incarnation of Goddess Laxmi.
Sita was exceptionally charming, Graceful and elegant. Once Ravana was roaming in the forest and saw this new born
baby- Sita, on a lotus. He was amazed by her beauty and carried her to Lanka.
pragrhya ravanastvetam dar§ayamasa mantrine |
laksanajfio niriksyaiva ravanam caivamabravit || 37 ||
grhasthaisam hi susroni tvad vadhayaiva dr$yate |
etat Srutva'rnave rama tam praciksepa ravanah || 38 ||
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(Valmiki Ramayana, Uttarakanda, Sarga 17, shloka 37-38)

His Mantri i.e. minister strongly opposed Ravana to keep the baby with him and warned if he keeps this baby girl in Lanka,
she will be the reason for his death. So Ravana had tossed Sita into the deep ocean.

sa caiva ksitimasadya yajfiayatanamadhyaga |
rajiio halamukhotkrsta punarapyutthita sati || 39 ||( Valmiki Ramayana, Uttarakanda, Sarga 17, shloka 39)

However, Sita by her yogic powers travelled from earth and went to yagnya Bhumi of Raja Janaka.

This clearly reveals that Sita had already provided the clue to Ravana that she was born and will be the reason for his death.
It was possible that she would have directly emerged from the lotus near to the yagnyabhumi of Raja janaka. But that was not
the case. She went to Ravana’s home just after her birth. Just as Kansa was warned about his death from Akashvani, she
created the fear among Ravana and his Ministers right after her birth. So, if Shrirama took birth for killing Ravana, that is the
Karya, the reason (Karana) — Goddess Laxmi incarnates as Devi Sita for Ravana’s destruction.

3. Sita’s Past Life and Connection with Ravana
Sarga 17, Also mentions the past life of Sita. Once Ravana was wandering in forest. He saw a radiant and enchanting lady in
penance. Ravana felt drawn to her.
In shloka7-12, she introduced about her as follows:
kusadhvajo nama pita brahmarsiramitaprabhah || 8 ||
sambhilya vanmyT kanya namna vedavati smrta |
tato devah sagandharva yaksaraksasapannagah || (Valmiki Ramayana, Uttarakanda, Sarga 17, shloka 8 and 10)

She was daughter of Brahmarshi Kushadhwaja. Her name was Vedavati. She was so beautiful that Deva, Gandharva,
Yaksha, Rakshasa all asked her father for her marriage. But Kushadhwaja had already decided to give Vedavati to Lord
Vishnu only.

pitustu mama jamata visnuh kila sure$varah || 12 ||

(Valmiki Ramayana, Uttarakanda, Sarga 17, shloka 12)
Once daitya shambhu went and give proposal for his marriage with VVedavati. As he refused to give his daughter, Daityaraj
Shambhu killed Kushadhwaja. At the same time, her mother also left the world with her father’s Shava. then she started the
penance to please God Vishnu.
She said-

narayan0 mama patih va tvanyah purusottamat |

(Valmiki Ramayana, Uttarakanda, sarga 17, shloka 18)

Narayana is my consort. | will not marry any other person except Purushottama.

Ravana proposed her for marriage and asked her to come with him instead of doing this hard penance. Also he uttered
disrespectful words against Vishnu in response of which Vedavati sang the glory of Shrihari. At last, Ravana failed to please
Vedavati and thus got angry and pulled her hair with his hands.
miurdhajesu tada kanyam karagrena paramrsat |

tato vedavati kruddha kesanhastena sa'cchinat || 28 ||(Valmiki Ramayana, Uttarakanda, sarga 17, shloka 28)
That was insulting incidence for Vedavati. She cut down her hair where Ravana touched it with her sharp hands.
yasmat tu dharsita caham tvaya papatmana vane || 31 ||
tasmat tava vadhartham hi samutpatsye hyaham punah |
(Valmiki Ramayana, Uttarakanda, Ssarga 17, shloka 31-32)

She cursed Ravana that she will be the reason for his death. VVedavati merged with the sacred fire and was reborn as Sita in
the lotus. Man’s action decides its future. Before Vedavati, Ravana had already abused and forcibly attacked many beauties
including apsaras. The story of Vedavati indicates that-, Sita had decided Ravana's destruction in past life only. She was able
to destroy Ravana with her own penance power but it is said in Shloka 32-

na hi $akyam striya hantum purusah papaniscayah || 32 ||
$ape tvayi mayotsrste tapasasca vyayo bhavet |

It is not possible for lady to kill male by physical power. It is possible by inner power, tapa, siddhi. But if | kill you by my
penance, it will be wasted and I won’t be able to marry Narayana in next birth.

Ravana’s devotion towards Shiva was so immense that his punya was first destroyed. So Prakruti herself decided to destroy
his Punya first. That might be the second reason why Vedavati not cursed him and end his life at that point.

4. Vedavati Birth and connection with Godess Laxmi
Sarga 17, itself gives the fact that Sita was Vedavati in past life. Emerging from Lotus, she was Kamala too. Still, connection
of Vedavati with Devi Laxmi is not cleared. To clear this, we have to look into Devi Bhagavat mahapurana. In skandha 9
Adhyaya 15- the story of Vrushadhwaja is mentioned.

Vrushadhvaja was great devotee of Shiva, and Shiva was serving as guard to him. Once, he said disrespectful words for
Narayana. So, the Aditya Narayana got angry and cursed him that he will be Shri-hina that is devoid of Laxmi. Shiva got
angry as Suryadeva cursed his devote and went towards him with trishula. Suryadeva take refuge in Vaikuntha at Shri
haricharana. Shiva arrived and talked with Narayana first. Narayana told-
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kalo'tiyato daivena yuganamekavimsatih |
vaikuntham ghatikardhena §ighram gaccha tvamalayam ||
(Shrimad Devi Bhagvat Mahapuran, 9" skandha, Adhyay 15, Shloka 46)
Time of Vaikuntha and time of mrutyuloka run differently. Though you feel its only half an hour, its many years on earth.
vrsadhvajo mrtah kaladdurnivaryatsudarunat |
rathadhvaja$ca tatputro mrtah so'pi $riya hatah || 47|
tatputrau ca mahabhagau dharmadhvajakusadhvajau |
hrtasriyau strya$apatsmrtau paramavaisnavau || 48
(Shrimad Devi Bhagvat Mahapuran, 9" skandha, Adhyay 15, Shloka 47-47)

Vrushdhwaja is nomore, and died as Shri-hina. His Son- Rathadhwaja was also Shrihina. He has two sons — Kushadhwaja
and Dharmadhwaja. Both of them are Vishnu bhakta. Kushadhwaja and his wife Malawati are in penance to get Laxmi back.
Vishnu assured Shiva that Kushadhwaja will get a daughter who will be partial incarnation of Goddess Laxmi only. By this
way, Shiva calmed down and went to Kailasha.

kusadhvajasya patni ca devi malavati sati|
sa susava ca kalena kamalams$am sutam satim ||3
(Shrimad Devi Bhagvat Mahapuran, 9" skandha, Adhyay 16, Shloka 3)
After completing penance, Kushadhwaja got Laxmi as his daughter.
vedadhvanim sa cakara jatamatrena kanyaka |
tasmattam ca vedavatim pravadanti manisinah ||
(Shrimad Devi Bhagvat Mahapuran, 9" skandha, Adhyay 16, Shloka 5)

The baby began to sing all Vedic hymns clearly just after birth and hence named as Vedavati.

Then the Akashavani said- O beautiful one, In your next birth Shrihari will be your husband. That time Kushadhwaja
decided to give his daughter to Vishnu only and refuged all other devas, gandharvas, daityas.

This links the Vedavati- Sita- Goddess Laxmi and gives us clear idea of incarnation of Goddess Laxmi.

Agastya muni said that Vedavati already had decided the death of Ravana. Which means Sita had already decided death of
Ravana in prior birth.

5. The Purpose of Devi Sita’s Birth
Valmiki mentioned Ramayana as life story of Sita. She is the reason for death of Ravana.
Agastya Muni said-
purvam krodhahatah $atruh yaya'sau nihatastatha |
upasrayitva $ailabhah tava viryamamanusam || 41 ||
evamesa mahabhaga martyesiitpatsyate punah |
ksetre halamukhotkrste vedyamagnisikhopama || 42 ||
(Valmiki Ramayana, Uttarakanda, Sarga 17, shloka 41 and 42)
Vedavati already had killed Ravana by her curse. After that you actually killed him in war. First Goddess Laxmi incarnated
as Vedavati in Satyayuga and next as Sita for destruction of Ravana.
This clearly mentions that destruction of Ravana was the divine purpose of Sita’s birth.

6. Conclusion

In ajnana dasha, we consider Sita as a human figure whose life was full of sorrow. After deep thinking about Sita's glory, we
found that it's actually her leela for killing Ravana. She is Padmaja, the one who born on Lotus, went to Lanka and later found
by Raja Janaka. She is the foremost reason i.e. karana of Ravana's annihilation and whole Ramayana. But none is her Karana
i.e. she is devoid of any Karana.
In Adhyatmaramayana, Balakanda, 1% sarga, Sita reveals her own nature to Hanumana as follows:

mam Vviddhi malaprakrtim sargasthityantakarinim |

tasya sannidhimatrena srjamidamatandrita || 34 ||
tatsannidhyanmaya srstam tasminnaropyate'budhaih |
ayodhyanagare janma raghuvamse'tinirmale || 35 ||
Sita is Mulprakruti who creates, preserve and destruct the whole universe just in proximity with Shrirama. Also She played

the Ramayana act through various characters. She told Hanumana that though people think of Rama killed Ravana, Rama get
the throne but the reality is Rama is achala. Shrirama is sthira and akarta here. She is the only one who lifted the heavy bow,
who Killed Tratika, who destroyed all Rakshasas including Ravana. Its her power by which demons were killed.
By this way, mystery of Sita’s birth, her past life, her divine purpose and immense power are clarified in the present paper.
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This paper intends to explore the psychological foundations behind the retellings of mythological stories. Lord
Hanuman, transcends all the depictions and provide a symbol of hope, strength and humility. This paper is going to
examine the psychological and cultural significance of retellings, focusing on how different writers are creating new
ways of interpreting Hanuman. Hanuman embodies the ‘archetype’ of the Eternal Hero- a figure who emerge to save
the world during the moment of crisis. Contemporary portrayals of Lord Hanuman are not depicting him only as a
devotee of Lord Rama but also as an autonomous divine force. This paper explores how has Lord Hanuman's status as
a Chiranjivi evolved and How does Carl Jung's theory of archetypes apply to modern reinterpretations?

Keywords: Retelling, Mythological stories, Cultural Significance, Archetype, Chiranjivi.

1. Introduction

Mythological Retellings always serve as a potential tool to bridge the gap between past, present and future, offering the
insight how the historical consciousness and societal values evolving with time. In A Glossary of literary terms, Seventh
edition, M. H. Abhrams notes, “That myth in classical Greek, mythos signified any story or plot, whether true or invented. In
its central modern significance, however, a myth is one story in a mythology—a system of hereditary stories of ancient origin
which were once believed to be true by a particular cultural group, and which served to explain (in terms of the intentions and
actions of deities and other supernatural beings) why the world is as it is and things happen as they do, to provide a rationale
for social customs and observances, and to establish the sanctions for the rules by which people conduct their lives”
(Abhrams 171). This paper explores the psychological underpinning behind creating and rewriting myths by modifying it
from new perspectives. Drawing from the theories of Carl Jung’s Collective Unconscious that writers and individuals
redefining myths and their characters emerge from universal archetypes- primal patterns of human experience and
understanding. Reinterpretation of myths takes place or sometime, readers or writers creates their own version of meaning in
order to cope with the situation of crisis. For Sigmund Freud, Myths and retellings serve as a way to accomplish or express
the repressed desires and societal anxieties. According to Paul Ricoeur’s concept of Narrative Identity suggests that people
construct their own identities with the help of storytelling, it is like a psychological feeling for both the writers and audience
to express their existence by challenging dominant ideologies that help reclaim their cultural identities as well as help
processing past traumas. Joseph Campbell’s Hero’s Journey explores that myths help navigate life’s psychological challenges
and coping with uncertainties and existential anxieties in the face of adversity, reinforcing moral values or sometimes present
hope. Leon Festinger proposed about the theory of Cognitive Dissonance- it talks about psychologically contradictory
experiences that helps writer to create their version of story by remodifying the mythological stories to grapple with the
contradictory traditional values and contemporary perspectives, using familiar stories as symbolic framework to process
trauma, project aspirations and construct collective identities. Retellings often rise from the sense of lack, when people try to
connect with their past to provide meaning for their existence, it’s like a psychological need to connect and reconnect with the
past, which could be linked with cultural nostalgia or collective trauma. During the time pf socio-political unrest, myth serves
as a potential way to provide a sense of continuity and stability. By reimagining an ancient hero or God from our mythologies,
a writer can explore personal or collective struggles, offering new insights to solve old struggles and conflicts and
transforming traditional narratives into a powerful one. This study highlights that mythological retelling is not just a mere
artistic endeavour but a deep-rooted psychological process, where individual and society at large reclaim their agency,
identity, reframe their realities and envision new future for themselves.

2. Lord Hanuman and Various Retellings
Hanuman is the son of Anjani (a celestial nymph) and Kesari (a Vanara king). He is also considered as the spiritual son of
Vayu, the Wind God, as ‘Pavanputra’ or ‘Maruti’, it is believed that Vayu transferred the divine energy of Lord Shiva to
Anjani Devi, that leads to the birth of Hanuman. But there is a story behind, Anjani Devi was not a being from Vanara clan,
initially she was an apsara, a celestial dancer in Indra’s court, named Punjikasthala, one day while wandering in the garden of
heaven or Indraloka, she disturbed a rishi named Brihaspati, while he was meditating and the rishi cursed her to be born as a
vanara in her next life. While she was repentant for her mischievous behaviour, she begged for forgiveness, seeing her
genuine remorse, the rishi got softened and added that she will be the mother of a divine son, a son from Lord Shiva and her
curse will be lifted. In her next life as Vanara, she was reborn as Anjana and married to Vanara king Kesari, they lived in
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forests, performing deep penance and seeking for divine blessings, moved by their devotion, Lord Shiva, blessed them with a
child, who will be the incarnation of divine energy. At the same time in Ayodhya, Raja Dasharatha was performing a Yajna for
the birth of his sons, when the sacrificial oblation or payasam was distributed to the queens, and a massive Eagle who actually
was Garuda, took the last portion of the payasam from the palms of Sumitra and gifted it to Anjana. Thus, Hanuman is often
called ‘Rudraputra’ or ‘Rudraansh’ (Son of Rudra or Shiva).

Hanuman is depicted as a Vanara — a being with a human-like body but the face and tail of a monkey. The Vanara in
Sanskrit is often interpreted as forest dwellers Vana+Nara= Forest man, this suggests that Vanara described in Ramayana are
not monkeys but forest dwelling warrior tribe lived in Kiskindha. Recently in a scholarly and cultural discussion Yashodeep
Deodhar, emphasized that Hanuman was not literally a monkey but a human belonging to an indigenous tribe, adorned
themselves with a monkey face masks and tails. This perspective challenges the traditional belief that Hanuman is a monkey.
Yashodeep Deodhar also pointed out that when Hanuman swallowed the sun, ‘the Indra’s Vajra hit the baby monkeys square
in the chin’ (Vilas 21)- and hanu means chin, as his chin was distorted because of that attack, therefore he was named as
Hanu-man.

He was gifted with the boon of Immortality by the God of Death, Yama, and his Chiranjivi status was mentioned and
reinterpreted and retold in different texts, symbolising his eternal devotion and presence in the world. Hanuman’s role in
Valmiki’s Ramayana was portrayed as loyal devotee of Lord Rama. His unwavering love for Rama always represented as a
highest form of selfless devotion. In a folk tale ‘The Red Monkey’, delineates Hanuman’s innocence and devotion towards
Rama, when Hanuman asked Sita about the reason of her red vermilion mark in the parting of her hair, Sita answered “This
red mark pleases Lord Rama! That’s why I wear it”. Hanuman painted himself with red colour only to please Rama- “I
concluded that if a little red mark could please you so much, surely you would be pleased beyond imagination if I covered
myself completely in red”. (Vilas 187). He reminds the believers that faith and courage can overcome even the greatest
obstacles. King Surat waged a war against Rama’s army by capturing the sacrificial horse of Lord Rama, the king was given a
boon of immortality by God of Death. Hanuman intervened in this matter himself by knowing the whole truth, that the king
will not be liberated until Lord Rama comes, Hanuman willingly got tied within the hands of the king during warfare and
started chanting the names of Lord Rama, and Rama appeared, both King Surat and Hanuman got freed from their bondage.
Despite his powers, Hanuman remains humble, always attributing his abilities to Lord Rama’s grace.

By applying the theory of Carl Jung, Hanuman can be interpreted as a symbol of the unconscious mind's capacity for
loyalty and service to a higher purpose. Carl Gustav Jung, a Swiss psychiatrist, looked at myths and archetypes are connected
with our unconscious mind, he suggests about the relation between collective unconscious and archetypal criticism. Myths in
the Jungian perspective are “culturally elaborated representations of the contexts of the deepest recess of human psyche: the
world of the archetypes” (Walker, 4). From the psychoanalytical lens, Hanuman can be viewed as an embodiment of the
unconscious mind, his strength and shape-shifting abilities symbolise the untapped potential within every person, that each
person has the ability to be achieve their highest self if they are able to understand their inner potentiality. Hanuman’s
unwavering devotion proved that, he overcame all the obstacles only by uttering the name of lord Rama. While building the
bridge to cross the vast ocean towards Lanka, monkey soldiers were unable to build it, and in frustration Hanuman threw a
stone by uttering the name of Lord Rama and it started floating, and after several attempts when he failed, he understood that
the name itself will help to achieve the goal. When there was shortage of rocks to build the bridge, Hanuman plucked a whole
mountain and eventually understood that it is “Govardhan, the king of Hills” (Vilas 133), and it is crying because he was
unable to serve Lord Rama, after knowing his devotion Rama said “in his next incarnation as Krishna, he would bestow his
blessings to this hill for its devotion” (Vilas 134). Hanuman’s unwavering focus on Rama reflects the power of concentration
and mindfulness. His leap across the ocean can be seen as an allegory for overcoming mental and emotional barriers, when
nobody dared to cross the ocean, it was only Hanuman who was reminded of all the powers that he was blessed with. He also
represents inner strength — mastering one’s ego and channelling power for righteous causes.

Amit Mazumder provided various stories in his The Later Adventures of Hanuman, that suggests the arrival of Hanuman in
Kali Yuga for several times to save the world from moments of crisis. “The False Lighthouse” projects Hanuman saving the
world from continuous shipwreck, deliberately done by a flame-thrower demoness, who transform herself as a beachcomber
girl, and showed false flashlight to the “Captains imagined that this light represented a safe harbour, and they piloted their
ships directly into the rocks”. (Majumdar 63). In another story Hanuman was saving the Somnath temple from demolishing,
because of the curse given to a gandharva by Vishwanathan, to uplift the curse and to protect the temple and the rishis and
monks Hanuman killed the Bull demon, son of Mahisasura, and in doing so Hanuman got hit on his head and forgot his
memory and started behaving like child again, and regained his memory again when he mistook the sun as a ripe orange “He
had been fooled like that before, too, millennia ago, as a toddler! As soon as he made that mistake a second time, everything
came back to him" (Majumdar 100).

Retellings are actually like the bird Phoenix, rising time and again with its new vigour and intense desire to tell new story
by modifying the existing one, burning brighter from the ashes of the past, infused with new meanings, new voices and new
perspectives. According to Ramanujan’s research “...Hanuman goes to the netherworld to pick up the ring that has
accidentally fallen off Rama's finger. There, the King of Spirits offers thousands of identical rings on a platter and asks him
pick 'your' Rama's ring. Hanuman is confused, at which point the King says: 'There have been as many Ramas as there are
rings on this platter. When you return to earth you will not find Rama. This incarnation of Rama is now over. Whenever an
incarnation of Rama is to be over, his ring falls down. I collect and keep them...”. Devi Vandana in her paper for Union
Christian University titled “Interpretations and Reinterpretations in Ramayana and the Scion of Ikshvaku” mentions, “The
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Ramayana does not belong to any one moment in history for it has its own history which lies embedded in the many versions
which were woven around the theme at different times and places. Not only do diverse Ramayanas exist; each Ramayana text
reflects the social location and ideology of those who appropriate it.”

In Hidden Hindu, Hanuman was given the responsibility to keep a check on Roopkund, while Nagendra was trying to
destroy spiritual places to attain immortality. Hanuman was portrayed by the name Vrishkapi, he is not introduced as
immediate figure emerging from his meditation to save the world, but as a hidden, powerful force influencing events in the
background. Prithvi, the protagonist, eventually learns about Hanuman’s continued existence and his knowledge of Indian
History and lost spiritual wisdom. When Vrishkapi was trying to protect Roopkund, he was immensely injured “Brutally
injured and barbarously bitten on his neck, Vrishkapi continued flying without realising that he was attracting the attention of
many ordinary human eyes on his route back to Mount Kailash, giving them opportunities to capture him on their mobile
phones as images and videos” (Gupta 142). This retelling presents us with the idea that the Chiranjivis are there somewhere,
always protecting our world and giving us strength and hope during our moment of crisis. Vikram Singh (2017) has
mentioned in his paper in IMPACT, “The mythical stories across cultures are viewed as an embodiment of beliefs, values and
philosophies that serves the national interest of the people.” The film Hanuman, directed by Prasanth Varma, also runs with
the same idea of hope and how devotees of Lord Hanuman are still grappling with their critical situation and attaining peace
upon their belief on the power of Hanuman “Wherever there is righteousness, Lord Hanuman prevails, wherever there is
Hanuman, victory reigns”, set in the fictional village on Anjanadri, Hanuman’s presence is depicted in a symbolic and divine
manner, where Hanuman is not a direct character, but His presence is so powerful, that the protagonist gains divine powers,
when he came into contact with a mysterious gem associated with Lord Hnauman. In A Handbook of Greek Mythology, Rose
states, “Myths, in the proper sense, are a somewhat primitive form of those mental processes which, further developed, give
us both art and science. Of the two sides, the more active is what we may term the artistic or imaginative and visualizing
process” (Rose 8).

3. Conclusion

Myths offer a safe space to explore existential fears — mortality, injustice, or chaos. People turn towards retellings to merge
with the cultural heritage with our contemporary realities, Modern reinterpretations and modifications of mythological stories
or characters serves to create purpose in living by reliving mythological stories again and again with the help of retellings.
Hanuman as a saviour during dark time, and creating stories revolving around his chiranjivi status, reflects a desire to see
hope and strength in relatable forms. “Mythos is thus a philosophical quest. It does not always give answers but it does extend
a sense of purpose, meaning and validation to existence” (Chatterji 137). Retellings help author as well as readers to project
their anxieties in modern times, when they are not able to find solution to their unending depression, turn into the familiar
figures, allowing catharsis and a sense of control over the narratives. Various retellings of Hanuman in modern works can
symbolise inner strength against personal struggles. Psychologically, retellings help processing the ideas of childhood,
spirituality and connect with the known, that helps to reclaim authority over their imagination. Myth criticism equips writers
from such an onslaught by bringing to them an awareness of imagery, its origin and the power associated with it. The writer
of a myth then has access to possibilities. Contemporary retelling is a fructification of the adaptation of such possibilities and
refinement. Contemporary retellings work with ‘timeless’ myths and adapt them to fit modern readership. (Chatterji 141).
Myths often carry moral or ethical lessons, but retellings allow for those lessons to be reshaped according to modern values.
For instance, heroic figures who were once celebrated for their strength or conquest might now be reimagined to emphasize
empathy, inclusivity, or justice. Retellings keep the cultural heritage alive, rather than turn into oblivion and fade in obscurity,
modern retellings and reinterpretations adapt them and realise them by infusing some personal ideas and individual
understanding, ensuring they remain as a part of public consciousness. “Myth has its own world concerned with own laws and
realities; archetypes create myths...that influence and characterize whole nations and epochs of history” (G.Jung 79). It is
stated that myth always make sense about our existence, our identity has often evolved from our myths. Devdutt Pattanaik
also gives a clear difference between truth and science. He says, “I always write my titles as ‘My Gita’, ‘My Hanuman
Chalisa’, so there is clear intention behind it that it is my opinion. I have put down the truth and the proof, but it is my
thought.” This thought addresses the study of this research. The retellings and the reinterpretations are the opinions and truth
of the different authors and writers who have written them. It is their version of the story. Societies rewrite myths to reflect
changing values. By tracking how a myth evolves, we can predict how future generations might further adapt those narratives.
Ultimately, myths are not frozen in time, they evolve with contemporary values as we reinterpret them time and again. The
way we choose to retell or reframe myths today, it will signal what we value and how we want to envision our future.
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The word Ramayana means Rama'’s Ayana which means the journey of Rama. Ramayana is the divine saga of Shri
Rama. It describes the journey that was taken by Rama. Ramayana beautifully describes every event that took place in
the life of Shri Rama. Every event from his birth till he goes back to his heavenly abode — Vaikunta. There are various
characters in the divine epic that play a vital role in moulding the story of Rama. Some of these vital characters are
Sita, Lakshmana, Bharata, Shatrughna, Hanuman, Dasharatha, Kausalya, Sumitra, Kaikeyi, Jatayu, Sugreeva,
Jambavan, Angada, Sampati, Ravana, Vibeeshana, Kumbhakarna, Surpanakha and Mandodari. Each character mark
an impression in the minds of the listeners. Each character in the sacred saga teaches an important lesson. Some
characters in the grand epic teach how exactly a person must conduct his life and certain other characters teach how
exactly a person must never conduct his life. This paper is on the leadership skills that is taught by the various
characters in the grand tale of the Paramatma. Most vital characters of Ramayana are analysed in this paper:

1. Introduction
Ramayana teaches Dharma. Dharma leads a person to the path of righteousness and Adharma leads a person to the path of
ruin. It is always wise for a person to travel in the path of Dharma. In today’s era, where morality and ethics are in decline, it
is extremely important for everyone to differentiate between Dharma and Adharma and choose to follow the path of
righteousness which will ultimately bring success.

Rama was a man of Dharma and was thus was known to the world as, “Maryadha Purushottam.” Rama was ideal in all
aspects. He was an ideal son, an ideal brother, an ideal husband, an ideal friend, an ideal king etc. Even during the times when
he was tested by fate, he held on to the path of Dharma thereby bringing a success to himself and laurels to the line of
Ikshvaku. Ramayana teaches that even during tough situations, one must adhere to the path of Dharma.
dharmo rakshati rakshita
Dharma protects those who protect it.

If one adheres to the path of Dharma, that path itself will protect him from calamities.

About the birth of the Divine Epic
tapah-svadhyaya-niratham tapasvi vag vidam varam |
naradam paripapraccha valmikir muni-pungavam " 1 ||

This is the very first shloka of Srimad Valmiki Ramayanam. This is the beginning point of the sacred saga. It speaks about the
enquiry made by sage Valmiki to the celestial bard Narada. That is the point when Narada informs him about the greatness of
Shri Rama. He also narrates the entire story of Rama which is called the Moola Ramayana or the Sankshepa Ramayana.
Valmiki then goes to river Tamasa for his evening ablutions where he admires two crouncha birds mating. A nishada hunter
shoots the male bird and the female bird cries out piteously. Seeing the lament of the female bird, Valmiki pronounces a curse
on the hunter. Valmiki then goes back to his hermitage and ponders on the incident that had taken place. Lord Brahma appears
before him and informs him that the incident with the hunter was just a part of his divine game. Valmiki also informs that the
metre in which he had pronounced the curse was in fact in Anushtup metrical tense. Out of sorrow, a poetic verse has indeed
taken birth. That is, out of shoka, a shloka has taken birth. Lord Brahma then commanded Valmiki to compose the sacred
story of Shri Rama in the same metrical tense. Valmiki then begins to compose the sacred saga of Shri Rama and names it
‘Ramayana.’

Sage Valmiki had two other names in mind for the sacred story — Sita Charitram and Paulastya Vadham meaning the life
history of Sita and the death of Ravana.

There are almost 24,000 shlokas in the Ramayana written by sage Valmiki.

After having composed the entire epic, Valmiki wanted a person who could learn the story by heart. Valmiki taught the
entire story to Lava and Kusha without revealing the fact that this was indeed the story of their parents.

Thus began the beautiful saga of Shri Rama.

2. Seven Kandas in Ramayana
Ramayana has seven Kandas, that is, the grand epic is divided into seven parts — Bala Kanda, Ayodhya Kanda, Aranya Kanda,
Kishkindha Kanda, Sundara Kanda, Yuddha Kanda and Uttara Kanda.
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As the name suggests, Bala Kanda contains the childhood times of Shri Rama. It contains the events that follow his birth, the
events that took place during his childhood, his first adventure with sage Vishwamitra, his advent with Rakshasi Taataka, his
encounter with Maricha and Subahu, the redemption of Ahalya from the curse of Rishi Gautama, his ability in lifting and
stringing the mighty bow of Lord Shiva, his marriage with Devi Sita and his meeting with Lord Parshurama.

Ayodhya Kanda contains the incidents pertaining to the throne of Ayodhya. It contains the events that take place after the
marriage of Shri Rama and Devi Sita. It speaks about the desire of Dasharatha who wanted to crown Rama as the king of
Ayodhya and how the kingdom was mercilessly snatched away by Queen Kaikeyi under the influence of the evil Manthara.
Ayodhya Kanda describes the events pertaining to the departure of Rama, Sita and Lakshmana to the forest, Dasharatha’s
sorrowful death and Bharata’s nobility in placing Rama’s sacred sandals on the throne of Ayodhya.

Aranya Kanda pertains to the incidents that take place in the forest. It contains Rama’s meeting of various sages and saints
in the forest, Rama receiving various weapons, powers and boons as a result of such meetings, his encounter with Viradha,
slaying of fourteen thousand raakshasas lead by the terrible Khara, Dhushana and Trisiras, Ravana abducting Devi Sita,
Ravana killing the noble Jatayu and Rama’s sorrow on being separated from his better half.

Kishkinda Kanda contains the incidents pertaining to the kingdom of Kishkinda. It contains the events in which Rama kills
Vali and crowns Sugreeva as the emperor of Kishkinda.

Sundara Kanda contains the adventures of Hanuman while on his search for Sita in Lanka, Hanuman discovering Sita,
meeting her and giving her hope that Rama will come and save her, Hanuman burning down the entire Lanka and returning
back to Rama to report to him on the whereabouts of Devi Sita.

Yuddha Kanda contains the battle between the army of Rama and the army of Ravana ending with Rama slaying the evil
Ravana and going back to Ayodhya with Sita.

Uttara Kanda contains the events that took place after his coronation. It contains the events in which he sends a pregnant
Sita to the hermitage of Rishi Valmiki where she gives birth to Lava and Kusha. Shatrughna killing Lavanasura. Sita’s
departure to the heavenly abode, Lakshmana’s departure to the heavenly abode and finally the departure of Rama to his
heavenly abode after having completed his divine incarnation.

3. Difference between a Leader and a Boss - Rama Leads but Ravana Commands
It makes a huge difference between being a boss and being a leader. A boss commands his team and expects it to follow his
agenda; whereas an effective leader gently directs his team towards the path of success. A boss is arrogant of his power
whereas a leader is humble. A leader serves his followers whereas a boss is always being served. A leader selflessly aims for
the wellbeing of his entire team whereas a boss selfishly aims only for his own wellbeing.

This remarkable difference between a leader and a boss is reflected in the divine saga of Shri Rama. Shri Rama reflected
the virtues qualities of an effective leader whereas Ravana reflected the demonic qualities of a cruel boss who was always
hungry for power. He valued power over righteousness. He commanded his followers to work for his welfare. He failed to
consider their wellbeing. His people followed his orders out of fear but not out of love and respect. Although he had
conquered the three worlds, he abused his powers thereby ruining his life and also staking the lives of his people. His pride
made him fall.

Shri Rama reflected virtuous and noble qualities that differentiated him from Ravana. Kindness is a language which the
deaf can hear and the blind can see. Rama was an ocean of kindness and that made him unique. Kindness is a virtue that
deserves appreciation. Kindness made Rama a leader and cruelty made Ravana a demon.

Shri Rama was never hungry for power. Although he was born as the son of a mighty emperor, he was humble enough to
embrace a mere Vaanara, a puny bird and a simple tribal man. He valued nobility but not power. He was quick to forgive. He
always considered the wellbeing of his followers rather than looking for his own wellbeing. He earned the love and respect of
his followers by gently guiding them towards the path of righteousness rather than commanding them. People worked for him
out of love but not out of fear.

In today’s corporate era, to climb the ladder of success, one must learn to be a leader. A leader inspires his followers to be
like him whereas a boss makes his subordinates work for him by inducing fear in their minds.

Rama teaches how exactly a leader should behave whereas Ravana teaches how not to behave.

Respect will be given only for those who deserve it but not for those who demand it. Leaders deserve respect whereas boss
demands it but he does not deserve.

Bravery, Heroism and Confidence
Hanuman’s bravery and heroism inspires courage and confidence in the minds of the listeners. Even while facing several
challenging circumstances, Hanuman did not give up his hope.

Corporate leaders while trying to climb the ladder of success must learn from Hanuman on how to face adversity with a
smile. Hanuman leapt across the mighty ocean to discover Sita in Lanka. He faced several obstacles on his way to Lanka.
Mainaka mountain offered help and requested Hanuman to rest a while. But Hanuman was on an important mission and he
was not distracted by the pleas of the mountains. He then had an encounter with Surasa. As the size of Surasa’s mouth
increased, the size of Hanuman’s body also increased. Finally, Hanuman cleverly reduced his size to the size of a thumb and
entered into her mouth and exited quickly. Later, he realized that she was Naga’s maiden who tested Hanuman’s abilities.
Finally, a Raakshasi named Simhika caught Hanuman’s shadow and stopped his progress. Hanuman felt as though an
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unknown force was obstructing his path. Hanuman had an encounter with Simhika and slayed her. Finally, he reached the
shores of Lanka successfully. This incident of Hanuman teaches perseverance. Hanuman did not lose confidence in himself
and also in his abilities to leap across the mighty ocean although he endured several obstacles on his way. While climbing the
ladder of success, we as humans may face extreme difficulties and challenges. We must not give up on our mission. We must
perceive, just like how Hanuman perceived and face every difficulty that is on our path towards success.

After his entry into the golden island of Lanka, Hanuman reduced his size not bigger than that of a cat. He meets the
guardian spirit of Lanka whose name was Lankini and cuts her upper jaw. The terrified Lankini then narrates to Hanuman that
Lord Brahma had predicted that Lanka’s destruction will begin when a monkey enters into the city.

Hanuman then searches the entire city. He makes an extremely thorough search. He could find many women laughing,
dancing, sleeping, singing and merry making but none could fit his mental image of Sita. There was not even a space as small
as a palm that Hanuman did not search. He once mistook Mandodari to be Sita but his instinct and also his intelligence made
him understand that this woman could not be Sita. The mark of a genuine leader is to use his intelligence at the time of
confusion and not be hasty in assuming facts.

Unable to find Sita, Hanuman has suicidal thoughts. Fear haunts Hanuman. But Hanuman does not succumb to his fears.
He does not give up on his search for Sita. He does not quit.

The sign of a true leader is witnessed in his boldness. How courageously he faces his challenges determines what kind of a
leader he is. A leader does not run away from difficulties nor does he succumb to depression. Although fear haunts him, an
effective leader does not run away from his fears. He runs towards them. The mark of a courageous person is not when he
does not feel fear. The one who is truly courageous will walk towards the fears despite his knees shiver and chills run down
his spine.

Hanuman prays to Rama asking for divine guidance and searches for Sita with renewed hope. He finally spots Ashoka
Vatika where Ashoka trees were in plenty. His hope increased as he saw the beautiful grove of Ashoka. He had not searched
for Sita there. Hanuman realized that if Sita is ever alive in Lanka she must be in this beautiful Ashoka Vatika. Hanuman
jumps down and makes a thorough search in the Ashoka Vatika also. He came across several rakshasa women there but none
could fit with his mental image of Sita. He finally spots a forlorn and a lonely lady sitting sadly with dejection in her spirit
and with tears in her eyes. He had no doubt in guessing who she was. He understood by her behaviour and attire that she was
indeed the noble wife of Shri Ramachandra. Although, Hanuman was sure that she was indeed Sita, he wanted to make a
confirmation on her identity.

Thus, we can clearly witness that Hanuman, although being sure had wanted to be confident before undertaking a task. He
was not hasty in speaking to Sita. He waited for the right moment.

He witnessed Ravana threatening Sita. Hanuman waited for the demonesses to sleep. Finally, at the appropriate moment
Hanuman started narrating the story of Rama in a husky tone. As Sita looked up, Hanuman got down from the tree and
informed her that he was the messenger of Rama. He gave her the signet ring of Rama. Hanuman then caused havoc to the
beautiful Ashoka Vatika, killed several demons and met Ravana face to face. Hanuman’s tail was fired as a punishment but
Hanuman in turn burnt down the entire city of Lanka and leapt back to Mahendra mountain. He finally met Rama and
informed him that he had indeed discovered Sita.

In Kamba Ramayana, he says, “Kanden Sitai yai” Kamban calls him “Sollin Selvan”, meaning the one who is smart with
words.

Thus, we can witness the bravery and heroism of Hanuman in every way possible. A true leader must be guided by his
instincts, intelligence, courage and confidence. He must not succumb to distractions, anger and fear.

Nobility makes him an effective leader

Bharata is yet another leader in Ramayana. According to me, Bharata is the most noble of all brothers of Rama. Kamban says,
“Aayiram Raman Nin Kel Avaro” which means even if thousand Ramas were put together, it may not be equal to the nobilities
of one Bharata. Nobility is extremely important to be an effective leader. One cannot be a leader if he is not noble. Kaikeyi
demanded the crown of Ayodhya for her son Bharata. At the time of Kaikeyi’s wedding, Dasharatha had promised her father
Ashwapati that Kaikeyi’s son will be crowned king after his reign. That was the price which Dasharatha had paid to win
Kaikeyi’s hand in marriage. But the noble leader Bharata rejected the crown for himself although, according to the promise
made by Dasharatha, the crown rightfully belonged to Bharata. Bharata wanted to bring back Rama to Ayodhya and therefore
he marched to Chitrakoota and requested Rama to come to Ayodhya, but the divine Maryadha Purushottam did not heed to
Bharata’s request. Therefore, Bharata carried Rama’s sacred sandals on his noble head and headed back to Ayodhya. He
placed the sandals on the throne and ruled the kingdom as Rama’s representative taking orders from the sacred sandals of Shri
Rama. He lived away from a palace in a village called Nandigram. He lived there like a forest dweller wearing bark garments
and matted locks, just like his elder brother Rama. He came back to Ayodhya only at the time of Rama’s arrival. Thus, he
proved to the world that he was a legend of loyalty. One can clearly witness a spirit of sacrifice in Bharata’s character. Bharata
was absolutely not greedy for wealth or power. This is one of the most important traits that a leader must possess. Hunger for
wealth and power will make one lose his focus on the goal and it would never pave one to the path of righteousness.

Yet Another Legend of Loyalty
Lakshmana is yet another effective leader. He was a loyal brother, yet another legend of loyalty. He accompanied Rama to the
forest for fourteen years. He walked behind Rama just like his shadow. When misery were to fall upon Rama, Lakshmana
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would walk in front of Rama and take up the misery on himself. Serving Rama was the only goal of life that Lakshmana had.
Even as a youth, Lakshmana accompanied Rama when he protected sage Vishwamitra’s sacrifice. Lakshmana assisted Rama
in killing the hordes of demons lead by Maricha and Subahu. While departing to the forest, Lakshmana’s mother Sumitra
advised him to serve Rama to such an extent that Rama does not miss the comforts of the palace. Over and over again, in the
sacred saga, Lakshmana proved to be a legend of loyalty. At the time of slaying Indrajit, Lakshmana almost gave up his life.
That was his dedication and faithfulness in serving Rama who was to destroy Adharma. Without Lakshmana, Rama would
have been nowhere. Rama would not have fulfilled his objective without the loving services of Lakshmana. One must learn to
be loyal to his duties, just like how Lakshmana was. Dedication and devotion to one’s duties will definitely pave a man to the
path of success. Lakshmana had one pointed focus on serving his elder brother. He removed every distraction from his path
and aimed only on serving his brother selflessly. He left his wife, his mother, the comforts and luxuries of the palace and
walked to the forest thereby proving that he was a loyal brother. Just like Lakshmana, one must remove every distraction from
the path and focus only on the ultimate objective, thereby embracing success.

A Martyr

Jatayu is a noble vulture who teaches leadership attitude to the world at large. Jatayu obstructs Ravana’s path as he abducts
Sita to Lanka. Although Jatayu knew that he could be a no match to the evil Ravana, he tried his level best to rescue Sita from
the clutches of Ravana. Ravana cuts one of his wings and legs. Although seriously injured, Jatayu fights bravely with his
other wing and leg. Alas! Ravana cuts off the other wing and leg too. Jatayu falls down on the ground. Lying in a pool of
blood, Jatayu starts gasping for breath. Although, he wants to give up, with an enormous amount of struggle, Jatayu holds on
to life so that he may inform Rama that Sita was abducted by Ravana. Rama then meets Jatayu while searching for Sita.
Jatayu tells him that Ravana abducted Sita and carried her towards the south. Jatayu then receives the blessing of taking his
last breath in the lap of Shri Rama. Rama performs the last rites of Jatayu and travels towards the South in search of Sita.
Jatayu displays remarkable leadership. A leader does not sit back and watch when a crime is being committed. He tries to stop
the crime, difficult though it may be. A leader aims in stopping injustice. In today’s era, plenty of injustice happens against
everyone. People cheat, just to earn more wealth and dishonesty has almost become a trend. In work place too, ethics no
longer exist. Injustice such as demanding huge amounts of bribe, sexual harassment in the workplace, religious discrimination
and other forms of bullying have become very common. As an effective leader, one must learn from Jatayu, the spirit of
morality. Jatayu tried his level best to prevent an injustice happening around him. Although, his attempt failed, he died a
martyr’s death, trying to prevent injustice with every drop of his blood. A person who lets a crime happen is as bad as the
person committing the crime himself.

Never be Hasty

Many scholars in Ramayana have interpreted that Dasharatha promises in haste and regrets in leisure. Before we make a
promise, we must analyse whether if it is possible for us to implement the same. Dasharatha gave two boons to Kaikeyi in
haste and regretted it later in life. Although, he was a mighty ruler, in spite of being a great administrator he was hasty under
certain circumstances. Hastily, he promised Ashwapati that he would crown Kaikeyi’s son as the King of Ayodhya. This was
yet another hasty promise that made him regret later in life. Promises should never be broken so we must make sure that we
do not promise in haste for that is one of the most important traits of an effective leader.

Women Power

Sita is the feminine power. Sita bravely accompanied her husband to the forest, thereby proving to be an effective leader. She
was neither addicted to luxury nor was she addicted to wealth but sharing her husband’s exile awed the world. Devi Anasuya
praises Sita for being a noble wife. When Ravana imprisons her in Ashoka Vatika, he threatens to kill her. He promises to
make her the Queen of the three worlds and persists her to marry him. Sita does not succumb to his threats and offerings. She
boldly kicks away the wealth offered by Ravana and waits for her husband to rescue her. When Hanuman meets Sita, she was
not hasty in believing him. Only when Hanuman shows her the signet ring of Rama, Sita understands that Hanuman is indeed
a messenger of Rama. A true leader does not blindly believe what he hears unless there is a valid proof evidencing the same.
When Hanuman offers to carry her on his shoulders, Sita does not oblige. She wants only Rama to save her as that was a
question of her honour. Sita honours Rama thereby waiting for him to rescue her. Every woman in today’s era must learn from
Sita about the greatness of being an effective leader.

Kaikeyi is yet another vital woman character who succumbs to temptations and fights for the throne. Kaikeyi demands the
throne for her son and she also demands to send Rama to the forest for fourteen years. Although, she was a noble woman,
greed overpowers her intelligence. Manthara corrupts her mind because of which she ruins the happiness of the royal family.
Rama marches to the forest because of her unusual demand and Dasharatha dies out of sorrow. Kaikeyi teaches how exactly a
woman must not behave.

Women must not succumb to fears and temptations but must focus only on their ultimate objective in life, just like how Sita
did. The world needs more women that are empowered. The world needs strong woman like Sita. Women must receive
education. Women must be treated with respect and dignity. Women must hold responsible positions in the society. Women
must create a healthy feministic attitude thereby making sure that the society eradicates gender inequality. Men and women
must be treated equally for that would be an ideal society. Women must make sure that they empower one another and make
the world a better place for themselves and also for every woman out there.

Thus, every character in the divine tale teaches a vital lesson. We must learn from these characters on how to be an
effective leader, how to avoid misery and how to implement the effective leadership traits and improve the quality of our lives
and also the lives of those around us.
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Among some adaptations of the Ramayana hereto getting less scholarly attention are the Chinese Dai Ramayana
‘Lanka Sip Ho (LSH)’ and the Lao Ramayana 'Phra Lak Phra Lam (PLPL)'. Earlier, the author of this article has
engaged in the comparative textual study of LSH vis-a-vis Valmiki Ramayana (Ahmad 208-210). In the process of
tracing the circulation of the epic from India to China, the author is exploring various Southeast Asian Ramayanas.
Geographically, Laos borders Yunnan, China. The author has found striking similarities and differences between the
two epics, which could be a valuable addition to the discipline of the Ramayana Studies.

1. Introduction

The Ramayana, traditionally attributed to Maharsi Valmiki, is regarded as the oldest mahakavya (great epic) in world
literature. Over the centuries, it has travelled beyond India, influencing various cultures in Southeast Asia and beyond. The
prominent versions of the Ramayana found in Southeast Asian countries are as follows — Thailand: Ramakien; Indonesia:
Kakawin Ramayanal Ramayana Java; Malaysia: Hikayat Siri Rama; Cambodia: Reamker; Laos: Phra Lak Phra Lam;
Myanmar: Yama Jatav and Philippines: Maharadia Lawana (A Critical Inventory of Ramayana Studies in The World, X). In
fact, Padma Bhushan Acharya Satya Vrat Shastri has famously translated Ramakien, Thailand's localised Ramayana, into
Sanskrit, namely Sri Ramakirti Mahakavyam (Shastri).

These versions incorporate native cultural and religious influences, reshaping the epic narrative to fit their respective
traditions. This study provides a comparative textual analysis of the Chinese Dai and Lao versions, highlighting their
historical evolution, narrative structures, religious adaptations, and thematic variations.

2. Historical Development and Transmission

2.1 Chinese Dai Ramayana (LSH)

It is predominantly found in Xishuangbanna, Dehong, Simao, and Lincang in Yunnan province, China, among the Dai ethnic
group and is written in the Tai lue language (Daile script) derived from Brahmi. It is one of a minimum of four native
versions of the Ramayapa extant in Yunnan, China (Dao 218). It is the first and the most prominent version of native
Ramayana published in China. However, the discovered manuscript of the translated text is lost (Dao 218), perhaps during
the Cultural Revolution in China from 1966 to 1976. The tradition of the Ramayana in Dai culture is believed to have arrived
between the 6th and 8th centuries CE with the spread of Theravada Buddhism (Jiang 94). The earliest available manuscript of
one of the extant versions quite similar to LSH, written on palm leaves, dates back to 1312 CE, which was written by
Sudawan and transcribed by ‘Pho Phra In’ (Dao 218). However, the author’s name is not mentioned in the Chinese translation
of LSH, nor can it be found in other sources. Hence, the author’s name seems to be unknown. The Dai monks recite it in
temples or narrate it in Buddhist religious gatherings, to preach Buddhism.

2.2 Lao Ramayana (PLPL)

Popular in Laos and parts of Thailand, the Phra Lak Phra Lam is written in the Lao language in Tai Tham script, also derived
from Brahmi. It is composed in rhythmic prose (Sahai, V. 1/1, 5). It is one of the three native versions of the Ramayana extant
in Laos and also called the Vientiane version (Toru 33), as the manuscript was found in Vientiane, the capital city of Laos
(Sahai, V. 1/1, 1). Theravada Buddhism reached Laos in the seventh and eighth centuries (Laos: A Country Study). Hence, the
epic could have arrived simultaneously, either written or oral. The most comprehensive version was compiled in 1850 by an
author named Buddhaghoshacharya (Sahai, V. 1/1, 2). It is a Jataka tale, portraying Rama as a Bodhisattva. It is also called
the Rama Jataka (Sahai, V. 1/1, 9).

3. The Primary Sources for This Research
The Chinese Dai Ramayana ‘Lanka Sip Ho (LSH)’ was discovered in the Yunnan province of China in 1956 (Fu 40), which
was first translated into Chinese in verse form in 1981. The translation was published by Yunnan Ethnic Minorities Literature
Research Institute under the Chinese Institute of Social Sciences in 1981 with the transliterated title Langa Xihe in Mandarin
(ZE %), The Chinese translation of the original text is 237 pages long (Lanka Sip Ho). This translated text (translation
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from Tai Lue into Chinese) is the basis of this study. Notably, this Ramadyana is also missing from Camille Bulcke’s
celebrated book—Ramakatha: Utpati aur Vikas (Bulcke).

The Lao Ramayana 'Phra Lak Phra Lam (PLPL)" was first translated into English in prose form in 1996 (Sahai) in 688
pages in total, which is the primary source for its study.

4. Major Similarities and Differences

4.1 Form and Structure

Both are Bauddh Ramayanas; however, though PLPL is a Jataka story, LSH is not. In the Dai epic, Rama is a semi-divine
hero, while in the Lao epic, Rama is a Bodhisattva. The core stories in both the epics are similar to the Valmiki Ramayana.
The setting of LSH is in Yunnan, China and Lanka, while the setting of PLPL is in Laos, Cambodia and Lanka. Major
characters of the Ramayana, by and large, are present in both the epics; however, whereas all four sons of King Dasaratha are
mentioned in LSH, only two sons, Rama and Laksmana are mentioned in PLPL. In the latter text, Rama always rides a
particular divine Horse named Mahnikap, which could be inspired by Uccaihsravas —the divine horse of the Vedic literature.
LSH begins with the story of Lanka and Ravana, while PLPL commences with the story of King Dasaratha.

4.2 Episodes and Narration
4.2.1  Birth of Dasaratha’s Sons:
In the Dai version, the wives of Dasaratha get bananas as blessings from an anonymous forest-dwelling sage to beget children.
The sage here is shown as a generous character who grants the boon in the form of bananas for the queens in return for the
service offered by King Dasaratha, who helps the sage recover after the latter is hit by an arrow (Lanka Sip Ho 45). This
episode resembles an episode in The Valmiki Ramayana (the Ramayana) where the son of a forest dweller is mistakenly hit
by an arrow shot by Dasaratha (2.57.27).

In the Lao version, Dasaratha prays Indra for powerful sons to take revenge upon Ravana who has abducted his daughter.
As per the directions of Indra, two devaputras enter into the womb of his consort and get themselves conceived (Sahai, V. 1/1,
96-97).

4.2.2  The Birth of Sita

In LSH, Sita, who in her previous birth lived like a sanyasini (a recluse living in a forest), self-immolates by jumping into fire
when Ravana tries to outrage her modesty (Lanka Sip Ho 35-37). Later, she grows as a forest tree, which happens to turn into
a beautiful baby girl. It is important to note that this narration about the previous birth of Sita is quite similar to the account of
Vedavati, the previous incarnation of goddess Sita (The Valmiki Ramayana 7.17.8). According to LSH, in order to avoid the
curse of the sanyasin, Ravana throws the baby girl into a river on the advice of one of his ministers. She is ultimately located
and saved by King Janaka (Lanka Sip Ho 52).

In the Lao version, Sita originally is Sujata, the wife of Indra who is violated by Ravana (Sahai, V. 2/1, 85). She enters into
the womb of Ravana’s consort and takes birth as his daughter to ultimately teach him a lesson (Sahai, V. 2/1, 86). After birth,
she is cast adrift by Ravana on the advice of Vibhisana to avoid a bad omen, as her consort dreams of the daughter killing
Ravana (Sahai, V 2/1, 86-89). Later, Indra saves her by making a magical boat for her (Sahai, V. 2/1, 90), and she, ultimately,
is adopted by a hermit in Jambudwipa (Sahai, V. 2/1, 107-108). Interestingly, Sita being Ravana’s daughter seems to be a
motif influenced by several non-Valmkian Indian texts like Vasudevahindi, Dasavataracarita of Ksemendra, Devi Bhagavata
Purana, Adbhuta Ramayana, Gunabhadra’s Uttarapurana, and Sanghadasa's Jain Ramayana (Singaravelu 235-240).

4.2.3  The Marriage of Rama and Sita

LSH speaks of an anonymous forest dwelling sage who brings Rama to the court of King Janaka. On being asked if he would
be willing to marry off his daughter to a poor boy provided if the latter wins the competition, the king replies in the
affirmative (Lanka Sip Ho 57). The Dai text also informs that Rama does not break the bow but shoots three arrows (Lanka
Sip Ho 58).

As per the Lao text, Ravana learns about Sita’s beauty through hunters (Sahai, V. 2/1, 113). However, he fails to lift the
bow of the hermit, hence doesn’t get Sita’s hand in marriage (Sahai, V. 2/1, 120). Later, Rama successfully lifts the bow, and
the hermit agrees to give Sita’s hand to him (Sahai, V. 2/1, 147). Notably, no particular Svayamvara was organised by the
hermit.

4.24  The Vanavasa

LSH refers to only twelve years for the exile in forest (Lanka Sip Ho 74). However, there exists no such episode at all in
PLPL. In the latter text, Sita is not abducted during the course of Vanavasa, but during her journey back to Rama’s palace
after her marriage (Sahai, V. 2/1, 156-159).

4.25 Laksmana Rekha

In LSH, the episode of Laksmana Rekha has a diversion from the popular concept of Laksmana Rekha in the sense that
Laksmana draws a circle around Sita using a bow and requests the earth god to take care of her, while going away to see
Rama. When Rama realises the trap of the golden deer, he hits the earth using his leg, in frustration and indignation, hence
offending the earth goddess who withdraws her protection of Sita (Lanka Sip Ho 108). Interestingly, there exists no narration
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of Laksmana Rekha in Ramayana (critical edition), where Laksmana requests the divinities of the forest to protect Sita, while
going away to see Rama. Perhaps one of the first, if not the first narration of Laksmana Rekha, is found in Ranganatha
Ramayana (153), originally in the Telugu language.

In the Lao epic, there is no mention of the Rekha. However, there exists a similarity with LSH as Laksmana entrusts Sita to
the earth goddess for her protection while he goes away to trace Rama chasing the golden deer (Sahai, V. 2/1, 158).

4.2.6  Episode of Jatayu
In LSH, Jatayu has been repalced with large crows. LSH lacks the episode of Jatayu (Regarded as supreme among birds), and
while Rama along with Laksmana searches for his lost wife, the large crows deadly injured by Phammachak tell Rama that
she has been kidnapped by Ravana, and that they tried their best to fight with him, to repay the gratitude towards Rama, as he,
once, had forgiven them for their crimes. Even more interesting might be that the injured crows beg Rama to give new life to
both the injured and the dead ones, and he obliges and they get their life and vitality back (Lanka Sip Ho 112).

In PLPL, the episode of Garuda is present, who tries to rescue Sita from Ravana however is heavily injured. Later Rama
heals him back (Sahai, V. 2/1, 165-166). Hence this episode finds a twisted similarity with that of LSH.

4.2.7  The Buffalo Demon
In the Vaimiki Ramayana, there is mention of the demon named Dundubhi, who had taken the form of a buffalo (4.11.7). He
was ultimately slain by the monkey king Bali (4.11.38-39).

Similarly, in the Dai Ramayana, there is a character called Bao Jiao Niu (& ffi4"), the golden horned buffalo, which
closely resembles Dundubhi (Lanka Sip Ho 88; Ahmad, Apni Maati 116-119). This tyrant buffalo is also killed by Balf in this
epic (Lanka Sip Ho 98). In the Lao Ramayana, this male Buffalo is named Dhorabi. He has acquired magical science when a
hermit is teaching Balt and Sugriva. Dhorabi too is Killed by Bali in a duel (Sahai, V. 2/1, 209).

4.2.8  Sugriva-Bali Duel
As per LSH, before the final duel between Sugriva and Bali, Rama colours the face of Sugriva with red betel nut to
differentiate him from Bali while shooting the latter with an arrow (Lanka Sip Ho 117). Betel nut is abundant in the Dai
region (Zhu 2), and hence has been associated with this event. In fact, “material remains indicate that by the middle of the
first millennium B.C.E., betel chewing was practised from the Mekong Valley along the coastline of Vietnam to the Red
River Delta from where it diffused into South China (Zumbroich 110).” Since the Dai region, geographically, is situated in
the Mekong Valley itself, as the river passes through it (Mekong River Commission 5), the betel nut must have been endemic
here at least since the middle of the first millennium B.C.E

In the Lao text, whatever visible marks Sugriva puts on himself to differentiate from Bali, the latter copies the same (Sahai,
V. 2/1, 220). So, Sugriva ultimately paints his sole with lime, which is not visible to Bali, and hence, the latter is identified
and shot by Rama (Sahai, V. 2/1, 221).

4.2.9  The Burning of Lanka
While in LSH, Hanuman single-handedly burns Lanka (Lanka Sip Ho 137); in a unique twist in PLPL, he does so along with
his cousin brother (Sahai, V. 2/1, 254).

4.2.10 Indrajit’s Alliance with Rama

In LSH no such alliance is mentioned, and in an interesting twist of events, Indrajit is ultimately killed by Rama (Lanka Sip
Ho 161). However in a further twist, in PLPL, Indrajit along with his uncle Vibhisana allies with Rama, before the war as he
despises his father’s conduct of abducting someone’s wife (Sahai, V. 2/1, 261).

4.2.11 The Building of Ramasetu
An interpolation can be observed in an episode of LSH which deals with building of the bridge over the sea to reach Lanka.
The way to cross over is constructed three times and each time it is knocked down by a giant turtle. This angers Rama and he
asks Hanuman to break the claws of the turtle without Killing it (Lanka Sip Ho 143-144).

In PLPL this interpolated episode has a further twist. During the construction of the bridge, not turtles but water nymphs
destroy a section of the bridge which are caught red handed by Hanuman and other monkey officers, and they fall in love with
each other (Sahali, V. 2/1, 268-269).

4.2.12 Fake Dead Body of Sita
In LSH, Yueyaka, a pishachini/ a man-eating demoness is commanded by Ravana to turn into a fake Sita and float as a dead
body over the sea near Rama’s camp. Rama gets highly dejected and heart broken after seeing the floating body, but
Hanuman is doubtful. Vibhisana ultimately uses divination techniques to reveal the truth (Lanka Sip Ho 147-149).

This episode is quite similar in PLPL, where one of Ravana’s officers turns a banana trunk into dead Sita to deceive Rama
(Sahai, V. 2/1, 271). Interestingly, according to Baal Ramayana, once Ravana throws Sita’s fake head on the sea-shore, to
demoralise Rama (Baal Ramayana 247).
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4.2.13 The Abduction of Rama
Another major diversion exists in the form of Waiyala, a mahamayavi (full of deceitful illusion) son of Ravana, who furtively
reaches Rama’s camp in night and makes everyone, including Rama and Laksmana, fast asleep with his magic and then
kidnaps both of them. However this episode is similar to the episode of Mahiravana (Krittibas Ramayana 345), who secretly
carries away Rama and Laksmana to the netherworld in night, after making them asleep through his magic. Interestingly
Mahiravana too is regarded as a son of Ravana (Krittibas Ramdayana 337).

As per PLPL, the king of the netherworld makes everyone in Rama’s camp asleep using his magic spell, and cages Rama in
Patala. Hanuman retrieves him back with the help of Vibhisana and the king becomes a friend of Rama (Sahai, V. 2/1, 278-
283).

4.2.14 Search for the Magical Herb
In LSH, Laksmana falls unconscious on being hit by the spear of Kumbhakarna. Then Vibhisana suggests that the only cure is
a herb called Swarnabuti found on a golden mountain named Gandhamardan situated far away in the north. Hanuman flies to
bring the herb, but unable to identify the medicinal plant, he lifts the mountain and carries it back (Lanka Sip Ho 166-168).

In PLPL too, Hanuman in order to fetch the life saving herb brings the whole Mount Gandhamardan wrapped in his tail, as
the herb doesn’t cooperate, and rather plays tricks on him, making him annoyed (Sahai, V. 2/1, 297).

4.2.15 The Rama-Ravana Battle
During the decisive battle between Rama and Ravana, Vibhisana tells Rama that Ravana could be killed only by his own
celestial bow which is gifted to him by their father Mahabrahma. However, his ten heads must be collected in the celestial
tray of Indra to avoid the destruction of the earth. Hanuman manages to get the bow of Ravana and the tray of Indra. When
Ravana sees Rama equipped with that heavenly bow, he begs for his life (Lanka Sip Ho 181-186). Finally, Rama kills him by
that divine bow, and Hanuman collects all his ten heads in the Indra’s tray and immerses them in the sea (Lanka Sip Ho 215-
217).

In PLPL, Rama ultimately shoots the diamond piercing arrow brought by Hanuman from the netherworld, knowing the
secret from Vibhisana and Ravana is finally killed (Sahai, V. 2/1, 301-302).

4.2.16 The Agni Pariksa

As per LSH, ultimately Rama meets his wife Sita in Lanka. He tells her, he completely believes in her chastity however
others might have doubts. She replies, she would stand in fire to prove her piousness. The fire doesn’t harm her, and
interestingly she beckons her husband to come inside the fire and take her back as it would be his trial of love towards her by
the same fire. They both come out of fire together, harmlessly (Lanka Sip Ho 199). Unfortunately, the author couldn’t find
any Indian root for this interesting diversion, and the same remains to be explored. Interstingly, the episode of Sita’s trial by
fire is not present in PLPL.

4.2.17 No Puspaka Vimana
As per LSH, Rama returns back to his kingdom via Ramasetu (Lanka Sip Ho 201) while in PLPL too, he marches back via
the same route (Sahai, V. 2/1, 307). Hence, the episode of the flying vehicle is missing in both the epics.

4.2.18 Ravana’s Portrait

LSH mentions the episode of Sita drawing a portrait of Ravana on the request of her maids to satisfy their curiosity, which
angers Rama (Lanka Sip Ho 206-208). This episode is also found in PLPL, where she makes the drawing of Ravana on
request of the palace maidens, inviting Rama’s fury (Sahai, V. 2/1, 313).

4.2.19 Birth of Lava and Kus$a
During her banishment in the forest, Sheela gives birth to a baby boy named Lava. One day when the sage is asleep, she
accompanies her baby to gather fruits. Unaware of her being away with the child, the sage on waking up gets worried after
not finding the young one. Thinking that someone has stolen the child, the sage panics and creates a look-alike baby (Lanka
Sip Ho 215-217). The boy is named Shyangwa which means look-alike baby in Chinese. A very similar version of the story
with regard to the birth of Sita’s sons also appears in the Ananda Ramayana (Anand Ramayapam 311).

In the Lao text, too, Lava alone is the womb-born son of Sita. The hermit, the foster father of Sita, creates a wooden image
of Lava so that she doesn’t feel lonely when the baby goes out to play. On the request of Lava to have a playmate, the hermit
creates a mind-born son out of the image, who is Kusa (Sahai, V. 2/1, 317).

4.2.20 The Final Reunion

As per LSH, at the age of seven, one day, the two boys go to the town to sell vegetables. Hanuman, who is now a tax collector
at the city, asks for tax on the sale. Finding him unaccommaodating, the two boys treat him badly. When Rama comes to know
of this, in order to punish them, he releases seven horses with a message that whosoever stops the horses, by not accepting his
rule, will have to fight against him. The horses happen to destroy the vegetables grown by the boys, and so are captured by
them. The boys defeat Laksmana and even Rama in the ensuing fight. They also tie Hanuman with a rope and take him to
their mother. Stta immediately recognises him. Rama apologises profusely and pleads for the company of his wife and
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children. After much persuasion, Sita agrees to the same and they return to the palace where they are given grand welcome by
the family and subjects. Sita is again accorded the honour of a queen who together with Rama adorns the throne (Lanka Sip
Ho 217-227). LSH ends with this episode of the final reunion of the family amid vibes of cheers.

In PLPL, on the boys’ request, Sita takes leave of the hermit to visit their father. On way, the boys help a farmer’s family
sell cucumbers. They refuse to pay any taxes to the men of Hanuman, who now is a tax collector appointed by Rama (Sahai,
V. 2/1, 313). Hence, in their innocence, they also happen to pick a fight with Hanuman (Sahai, V. 2/1, 319-320). In the
ensuing fight, the children defeat even Laksaman and the fight with Rama ends in a draw (Sahai, V. 2/1, 321-322). Ultimately,
Stta reveals the truth, and Rama apologises (Sahai, V. 2/1, 322-323). Thus, this Lao Ramayana too meets a happy ending with
the blissful final reunion of the family (Sahai, V. 2/1, 323).

5. Conclusion
The Dai and Lao versions of the Ramayana, while maintaining the core narrative of the Valmiki Ramayana, have been deeply
transformed by Buddhist, linguistic, and cultural influences. The Chinese Dai (LSH) and the Lao versions (PLPL) reflect a
strong Buddhist reinterpretation. Both epics have a great deal of similarity, along with unique and remarkable differences.
The denouement of both epics has a happy ending. These adaptations illustrate how the Ramayana evolved as it travelled
beyond India, merging with local traditions and belief systems.

Future Research: Further comparative studies between Southeast Asian Ramayanas and their textual sources could
illuminate how oral traditions and manuscript cultures influenced these adaptations.
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SEEUK




116 Seventh International Ramayana Conference
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T e <,
I 1[G ST & S WM o SR el T, T 3l GTohed GAT, Tl ST, 3= HA1ET, Toeg €T o ATehed ol lg ST el
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SIS STaeT &, |iaT HATMGRNE & SR T & &9 § ke T o a8 g1 3 7, I8 T 7, I € &, 9t ik 8, T
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HTT UTeic 3. St gedT, ammed, wfh fora & &t sr8e 4t at 9 2.
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The Ramayana, a timeless epic, offers management lessons resonating with today’s AI-driven world. This paper
examines Rama’s ethical leadership, strategic planning in the Rama Setu construction, and Hanuman's adaptive
problem-solving, aligning them with Al-enhanced management paradigms. Juxtaposing ancient wisdom with Al’s
strengths—data-driven decisions, predictive analytics, and team optimization—it reinterprets the epic as a framework
for navigating digital-age complexity. The study argues that blending the Ramayana’s human-centric principles with
Al'’s efficiency fosters sustainable, empathetic, and innovative management practices, providing contemporary leaders
with a unique approach to address modern challenges effectively.

1. Introduction

The coming of artificial intelligence (Al) marks a transformative era in human history, reshaping industries, economies, and
societies at an unprecedented pace. Over the time Artificial Intelligence has evolved from theoretical constructs to practical
tools driving decision-making across sectors. Al’s integration into management practices is no longer a futuristic vision but a
tangible reality, with algorithms optimizing supply chains, chatbots enhancing customer service, and predictive analytics
forecasting market trends. McKinsey & Company (2023) estimates that Generative AI’s impact on productivity could add
trillions of dollars in value to the global economy. Their latest research estimates that generative Al could add the equivalent
of $2.6 trillion to $4.4 trillion annually across the 63 use cases we analyzed—by comparison, the United Kingdom’s entire
GDP in 2021 was $3.1 trillion. This estimate would roughly double if we include the impact of embedding generative Al into
software that is currently used for other tasks beyond those use cases. This rise is not without challenges: while Al amplifies
efficiency and precision, it often sidelines the human elements—empathy, ethics, and adaptability—that remain indispensable
to effective leadership. AI’s impact on management is multifaceted. It has revolutionized operational efficiency, enabling
organizations to process vast datasets in real time, as seen in tools like IBM Watson or Google’s DeepMind. For instance, Al-
driven platforms can predict consumer behavior with great accuracy, allowing managers to tailor strategies dynamically. Yet,
this reliance on technology introduces complexities: ethical dilemmas (e.g., biased algorithms in hiring), workforce
displacement due to automation, and a potential erosion of interpersonal trust within teams. Senior executives worry about
maintaining organizational culture in Al-dominated workplaces, highlighting a tension between technological advancement
and human resource management. As Al assumes routine decision-making, leaders must redefine their roles, focusing on
oversight, inspiration, and moral grounding—areas where machines fall short. Historical texts like the Ramayana offer a
counterbalance, bridging ancient wisdom with modern challenges. Rama’s ethical steadfastness, Hanuman’s adaptability, and
the strategic collaboration of diverse allies resonate with contemporary needs for integrity, flexibility, and teamwork. This
paper presents that the Ramayana’s lessons can complement Al’s capabilities, creating a hybrid framework for modern
management. By analyzing key characters and events—Rama’s leadership, the Rama Setu project, and Hanuman’s problem-
solving skills, it explores how ancient principles can inform and enhance Al-augmented practices.

2. About Ramayana
The Ramayana text is attributed to the sage Valmiki, traditionally dated to around 1200 BCE. Comprising seven books
(kandas) and over 24,000 verses, it narrates the life of Rama, the prince of Ayodhya, revered as an incarnation of the god
Vishnu. Beyond its spiritual dimensions, the Ramayana is a rich tapestry of human experiences—Ilove, duty, betrayal, and
triumph—offering insights that transcend its ancient origins. Its enduring relevance lies in its ability to address universal
themes, making it a valuable lens for exploring management principles in a modern, Al-driven context. The epic begins with
Rama’s life as the heir to the throne of Kosala, ruled by his father, King Dasharatha. His destiny shifts when Queen Kaikeyi,
influenced by her maid Manthara, invokes a boon to exile Rama for 14 years, securing the throne for her son Bharata. Rama,
embodying dharma (righteous duty), accepts this fate without resentment, accompanied by his devoted wife Sita and loyal
brother Lakshmana. This initial event sets the stage for a journey marked by trials, and moral dilemmas. In the forest, the trio
encounters sages and demons alike, with Sita’s abduction by Ravana, the ten-headed king of Lanka, serving as the epic’s
pivotal conflict. Ravana’s act, driven by desire and hubris, ignites a war that tests Rama’s leadership and resolve. Key
characters enrich the narrative with their different roles and qualities. Rama exemplifies ethical leadership and unwavering
commitment to justice, as seen when he refuses to reclaim Ayodhya’s throne prematurely despite Bharata’s pleas. Sita, a
symbol of resilience and virtue, endures captivity with dignity, rejecting Ravana’s advances. Lakshmana’s fierce loyalty—
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standing guard during exile and fighting alongside Rama—highlights the power of trust in teamwork. Hanuman, the monkey-
god and Rama’s devoted ally, embodies strength, ingenuity, and adaptability, famously leaping across the ocean to find Sita
and later setting Lanka ablaze to weaken Ravana’s forces. Sugriva, the Vanara king, and Vibhishana, Ravana’s righteous
brother who defects to Rama, illustrate the importance of alliances and ethical dissent. Ravana, though the antagonist, is a
complex figure—learned yet arrogant—whose downfall underscores the perils of unchecked ambition. The Ramayana’s
major events further illuminate its lessons. The construction of Rama Setu, a bridge to Lanka built by the Vanara army under
Nala’s engineering, showcases strategic planning and collective effort, uniting diverse people to achieve a common goal. The
battle, where Rama killed Ravana with the aid of powerful weapons and loyal companions, symbolizes the triumph of good
over evil—a narrative reinforced when Rama rescues Sita and returns to Ayodhya to rule justly. Lesser-known episodes, like
Rama’s encounter with the tribal chieftain Guha or his compassion toward the dying eagle Jatayu, reveal his empathy and
inclusivity, broadening the epic’s scope. Culturally, the Ramayana holds immense significance, shaping art, literature, and
ethics across South and Southeast Asia. Its adaptations—such as the Thai ‘“Ramakien” play—demonstrate its global
resonance, while festivals like Diwali celebrate Rama’s return, embedding its values in collective consciousness. In India, it
serves as a moral compass, with phrases like “Rama Rajya” (Rama’s reign) symbolizing ideal governance. For management,
its cultural weight underscores its potential to inspire leaders, offering a narrative framework that blends strategy, ethics, and
human connection—qualities essential in today’s Al-driven world.

3. Leadership Lessons from Ramayana in Today’s AI-Driven World

Ethical Leadership: Rama as a Model for Al-Augmented Decision-Making

Rama’s ethical leadership, deep rooted in dharma, offers a timeless model for navigating the moral complexities of AI-driven
management. In the “Aranya Kanda”, when Rama accepts his exile despite its injustice, he declares, “My father’s word is my
command; I shall uphold his honor” (Valmiki, trans. Narayan, 1972, p. 67). This commitment to integrity over personal gain
mirrors the ethical oversight needed in Al systems, which often prioritize efficiency over fairness. For instance, in 2020,
Amazon scrapped an Al recruitment tool after it exhibited gender bias, favoring male candidates due to skewed training data
(Dastin, 2018).

This happened as Al was to use the last 10 years data and more male candidates were software engineers and this left for
Al to create bias favoring the male candidates. Left unchecked, such algorithms can perpetuate inequality, underscoring the
need for leaders to emulate Rama’s principled stance. In today’s corporate world, Al enhances decision-making through
predictive analytics—tools like Salesforce’s Einstein forecast sales trends with precision. Yet, as Rajaraman (2019) notes,
“Al’s objectivity is an illusion without human ethical filters” (p. 52). Rama’s example suggests leaders must audit Al outputs,
ensuring alignment with organizational values. For many companies it shows that their Al-driven hiring platform increased
diversity only after human managers adjusted its parameters to prioritize inclusivity over raw metrics. Rama’s refusal to
compromise dharma parallels this balance, blending Al’s data-driven insights with a human moral compass to foster trust and
accountability.

Strategic Planning: Rama Setu and Al-Enhanced Resource Management

The construction of Rama Setu is one of the finest examples of strategic planning, a lesson amplified by Al’s resource
optimization capabilities. In the “Yuddha Kanda” Rama rallies the Vanara army to build a bridge to Lanka, with Nala
proclaiming, “By Rama’s grace and our united effort, the ocean shall yield” (Valmiki, trans. Narayan, 1972, p. 142). This
feat—completed in five days using stones and teamwork—reflects meticulous planning, resource allocation, and adaptability
to environmental constraints. In an Al-driven world, this mirrors tools like IBM Watson, which optimizes supply chains by
predicting demand and streamlining logistics. Tesla develops and deploys autonomy at scale in vehicles, robots and much
more. They believe that an approach based on advanced Al for vision and planning, supported by efficient use of inference
hardware. This is the only way to achieve a general solution for full self-driving, bi-pedal robotics and beyond. Like Rama
Setu, this success hinges on strategy, yet the Ramayana adds a human dimension Al lacks: inspiration. Rama’s leadership
unified diverse contributors—monkeys, bears, engineers—whereas Al merely crunches numbers. A comparison reveals the
gap: while Al excels in execution, human leaders must set the vision, as Rama did, ensuring technology serves a collective
purpose. Modern managers can thus use Al to plan efficiently while drawing from Rama’s example to motivate teams,
aligning innovation with shared goals.

Adaptive Problem-Solving: Hanuman’s Role and AD’s Flexibility

Hanuman’s adaptability offers a compelling parallel to AI’s real-time responsiveness, tempered by human ingenuity. In the
“Sundara Kanda”, Hanuman leaps across the ocean to Lanka, assessing Ravana’s defenses and declaring, “For Rama, no task
is too great; I shall find a way” (Valmiki, trans. Narayan, 1972, p. 112). His subsequent actions—Ilocating Sita, burning
Lanka—demonstrate quick thinking under pressure, akin to Al’s adaptive systems. For example, Google’s Al-powered traffic
predictions in Maps adjust routes instantly based on real-time data, showcasing flexibility. FedEx Al system, Sense Aware,
tracks packages and reroutes them during disruptions, improving its package delivery times. Hanuman’s feats align here: both
he and Al respond dynamically to challenges. Yet, his emotional intelligence—comforting Sita with Rama’s ring—highlights
a critical difference. Al lacks empathy, a limitation evident when chatbots fail to address customer frustration. Leaders can
bridge this by using Al for analysis (e.g., sentiment tracking on X posts) while applying Hanuman’s resourcefulness to tailor
human responses, ensuring adaptability remains compassionate and context-aware.
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Team Dynamics: Multicultural Collaboration in an Al Ecosystem

The Ramayana’s diverse alliance—humans, vanaras, and Vibhishana—underscores effective team dynamics, a lesson vital in
Al-supported global organizations. In the “Yuddha Kanda”, Rama welcomes Vibhishana despite his lineage, saying, “He who
seeks refuge in me shall never be forsaken” (Valmiki, trans. Narayan, 1972, p. 150). This inclusivity, paired with Sugriva’s
loyalty and the vanaras’ teamwork, builds a coalition that defeats Ravana. Today, Al tools like Microsoft Teams facilitate
collaboration across borders, yet the Ramayana emphasizes trust as the glue binding diverse groups—something technology
alone cannot replicate. Sometimes the Al platform, for example by name XY Z, coordinates global teams on complex projects,
boosting its productivity. However, employee feedback revealed that cultural misunderstandings persisted until leaders
fostered trust through virtual town halls—a human touch echoing Rama’s approach. Comparatively, Al excels at task
coordination (e.g., scheduling, translation), but Rama’s alliance thrived on mutual respect, as when he honored Sugriva’s
autonomy. Modern leaders can leverage Al to streamline workflows while cultivating a culture of inclusion, drawing from the
epic to ensure technology enhances, rather than erodes, team cohesion.

4. Al and Emotional Intelligence: Bridging the Gap with Ramayana

Acrtificial intelligence excels in processing data and optimizing tasks, yet its lack of emotional intelligence (EQ) poses
significant limitations in management contexts. EQ—encompassing empathy, self-awareness, and interpersonal sensitivity—
is a cornerstone of effective leadership, as exemplified by the Ramayana’s characters. While Al can analyze patterns, it
cannot replicate the human capacity to navigate emotions, a gap increasingly evident in workplaces dominated by technology.
The Ramayana offers solutions through its portrayal of emotional depth, providing leaders with a framework to complement
AT’s shortcomings and foster a balanced approach. A notable real-world example of AI’s emotional deficiency occurred with
Facebook’s Al-driven content moderation. In 2021, the system flagged posts expressing grief over personal losses as
“violations,” misinterpreting emotional nuance and alienating users (Hao, 2021). Similarly, customer service chatbots like
those used by airlines often escalate frustration when they fail to recognize distress, offering scripted responses instead of
empathy. A 2023 study by Gartner found that 68% of consumers abandoned Al interactions due to perceived insensitivity,
highlighting a critical flaw: Al lacks the ability to “feel” or adapt to human emotional states (Gartner, 2023). This rigidity
contrasts sharply with the Ramayana’s emotionally intelligent leaders. Sita’s resilience in captivity offers a powerful
counterpoint. Facing Ravana’s threats, she remains composed, saying, “My strength lies in my faith, not in your power”
(\Valmiki, trans. Narayan, 1972, p. 118). Her ability to endure with dignity reflects self-regulation and hope—qualities Al
cannot emulate. Managers can draw from Sita’s example by intervening where Al falters, such as using sentiment analysis to
detect employee burnout (e.g., via tools like Microsoft Azure) but responding with personalized support rather than
automated fixes. For instance, when Al flags a dip in productivity, a leader inspired by Sita might offer a one-on-one
conversation, addressing underlying stress empathetically. Likewise, Rama’s compassion toward Jatayu, the dying eagle who
tried to save Sita, showcases empathy in action: “Your sacrifice shall not be in vain” (Valmiki, trans. Narayan, 1972, p. 92).
In contrast, Al-driven performance systems often penalize struggling employees without context. By blending Rama’s care
with AI’s insights, leaders can address emotional needs—Wwhether consoling a grieving team member or resolving customer
complaints—ensuring technology enhances, rather than undermines, human connection.

5. Conclusion

The Ramayana, an ancient narrative of valor and virtue, emerges as a profound guide for leadership in today’s Al-driven era.
This paper has demonstrated that Rama’s ethical steadfastness, the strategic brilliance of Rama Setu, Hanuman’s adaptability,
and the epic’s multicultural teamwork align seamlessly with Al’s strengths—data precision, predictive power, and operational
efficiency. Yet, it is the human-centric values—empathy from Sita, loyalty from Lakshmana, and Rama’s inclusive
compassion—that address AI’s limitations, particularly its emotional void. By integrating these lessons, modern leaders can
harness Al to navigate complexity while fostering sustainable, innovative, and humane management practices. This synthesis
not only bridges millennia but also redefines leadership as a harmonious blend of technology and timeless wisdom. The
implications are far-reaching. In an age where Al risks dehumanizing workplaces—evidenced by burnout from relentless
automation or ethical lapses in algorithmic decisions—the Ramayana offers a moral and practical anchor. For instance,
Rama’s dharma-driven choices remind leaders to prioritize fairness over profit, while Hanuman’s initiative encourages
proactive human oversight of Al systems. This hybrid approach ensures that technology amplifies human potential rather than
supplanting it, creating organizations that thrive on both efficiency and empathy. As businesses face unprecedented digital
disruption the Ramayana’s relevance underscores the enduring power of narrative to illuminate contemporary challenges.
Future research could extend this framework to other epics, such as the Mahabharata, which offers a contrasting lens on
leadership and Al. Krishna’s strategic counsel in the Kurukshetra war could inform Al-driven crisis management, while
Arjuna’s inner conflict might guide ethical Al design. Exploring these texts could enrich the discourse, testing whether their
lessons similarly enhance Al applications. Ultimately, the Ramayana’s fusion with modern management reaffirms that ancient
wisdom, far from being obsolete, provides a vital compass for steering technology toward a future that honors both progress
and humanity.
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Shri Ramachandra and his brothers were one soul in four bodies. The Valmiki Ramayana states that Sriman Narayana
himself incarnated as the four princes of Ayodhya. Yet the relationship of each brother with Prabhu Shri Rama was
unique. Lakshmana exemplifies selfless service, accompanying Rama into exile and being his shadow. Bharata
symbolises renunciation, ruling Ayodhya as Rama’s regent without claiming power. Shatrughna reflects silent duty,
supporting Bharata and conquering even the desire to be with Bhagavan. This paper compares the three brothers’
expressions of love and duty and how, like a Triveni Sangam of Dharma, all of them merge ultimately into the Ocean
that is the Paramatma — Shri Rama.

1. Introduction
Bhagavan Shri Rama and his three brothers are the epitome of kinship in the Bharateeya consciousness and not just
metaphorically. Sage Valmiki explains the bond between Shri Rama and his brothers in many dimensions throughout the
Ramayana. Let us explore some of these as a basis for the concepts and themes that will be detailed later in this paper. First,
even before the incarnations occur, the divine plan is narrated clearly by Maharishi Valmiki in Sargas 15-18 of the Bala
Kaanda. In response to the Devas’ prayers, Bhagavan Sriman Narayana agrees to incarnate in human form to end the menace
of Ravana. The divine decision that echoes in the Valmiki Ramayana makes this amply clear.
(Baala Kaanda, Sarga 15, Shloka 31 - Te: G3TIETRIET: FealcATsl aiat# || Ra¥ daamAm de1 SRy 99 | Tatah
Padma Palaashaaxah Krtvaa Aatmaanam Catu.Rvidham || Pitaram Rocayaamaasa Tadaa Dasharatham Nrpam |).
“And then that lotus-petal-eyed Bhagavan agreeing to manifest himself in fourfold way (four forms), chose Raja Dasharatha
to be his father.”

Second, the four brothers were verily Sriman Narayana Himself is also quite accurately by Sage Valmiki as he celebrates
their births, in Sarga 18 of the Baala Kaanda. The above shlokas further illustrate the fact that all the four princes bore the
essence of Bhagavan Vishnu. The words such as “Bhaagam” and “Ardham” aren’t meant to indicate that Lakshmana, Bharata
and Shatrughna were not fractional parts of Vishnu, but in fact the essence of the Lord resided in each of them; they are all
parts of that indivisible whole, the Paramatman.

(Baala Kaanda, Sarga 18, Shlokas 12-14 - HNIeT A Al GAVMATASIHAT | JYT aX0T AT fe frdgraniora || swat
AH HFHTAT A FAWHA: | WrETEfIsoneaqsiier: wef: Ffay ot |3ry qeroreredt gAASead gat | it

watEageral fsodwafzadt | Kausalyaa Shushubhe Tena Putrena Amita Tejasaa | Yathaa Varena Devaanaam

Aditih Vajra Paaninaa || Bharato Naama Kaikeyyaam Jajne Satya Paraakramah | Saakshaat Vishnoh Caturtha
Bhaagah Sarvaih Samudito Gunaih || Atha Laxmana Shatrughnau Sumitraa Ajanayat Sutau |Veerau Sarva Astra
Kushalau Vishnoh Ardha Samanvitau |).

The third time that Maharishi Valmiki underscores the divine bond is during the Naamakarana (naming ceremony) of the
princes by Mabharishi Vashishta, the Rajapurohita of the Ikshvaaku clan. These aren’t names chosen at random Or mere
ornamental symbols. The names of Shri Rama and his brothers echo their very purpose on Earth, in Sarga 18 itself —

(Baala Kaanda, Sarga 18, Shloka 21-22 - JclcAHTERNE T ATHFH TUTHIU | SASS TH HETCHT I Fhdgaa |
Hifoe sreworfAfa e R aur | affss: gwadial amETfer $FQ d@T || Ateetya Ekaadasha Aaham Tu Naama Karma

Tathaa Akarot | Jyeshtham Raamam Mahaatmaanam Bharatam Kaikayii Sutam || Saumitrim Lakshmanam Iti
Shatrughnam Aparam Tathaa | Vasishthah Parama Priito Naamaani Kurute Tadaa).

Various Bhashyas on the Valmiki Ramayana, explain the names of Shri Rama and his brothers in the following manner — Shri
Rama’s name means Ramante Sarve Janaah Gunaih Asmin Iti Raamah, i.e. the one 'in whom all the people take delight
for his Guna (quality of virtuousness). Similarly, Bharata is defined as: Bharatah Raajyabharanaat, because he bears the
burden of the kingdom of Shri Rama during the latter’s exile. Lakshmana’s name is defined as Lakshmano
Laksmisampannah, as Lakshmana is blessed (sampannah) with the wealth of selfless dedication. His prosperity lies in his
Kainkarya-Shri, or the wealth of dedication and service and he always wishes to reside by the side of his brother.
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Shatrughna’s name is self-evident — he is the destroyer of (Shatrus) enemies. But what kind of enemies? His name is defined
as Shatrughno Nityashatru-Ghnah, or the one who destroys the eternal enemies such as Kaama, Krodha, etc.

Lastly, the pairing of the brothers in the Epic is also interesting. Though by order of birth Shri Rama was followed by
Bharata and the twins Lakshmana and Shatrughna, Sage Valmiki states in shlokas 30-32 of Sarga 18 of the Valmiki
Ramayana that “Shri Rama does not sleep without Lakshmana, nor eat food however delicious it may be, while Lakshmana's
younger brother Shatrughna is dear to Bharata, and that Bharata too held Shatrughna dearer than his own life.”

It is this bond that the Acharyas of the Sri Vaishnava Sampradaaya elucidate with three concepts or models of devotion -
Lakshmana stands apart by his Sheshatva; Bharata by his Bhagavatapaaratantrya; and Shatrughna by his Bhaagavata-
Sheshatva. This in turn is what enables Shri Rama to be steadfast undertakes Svadharmaanusthaana. We will see these
concepts in detail in the next section.

2. Three Brothers, Three Models of Bhakti

Various Acharyas in Bharatavarsha, especially from the Sri Vaishnava Sampradaaya, including Sri Ramanuja, Sri Vedanta
Desika and Sri Periyavaacchaan Pillai explain the relation between Shri Rama and his brothers as that of one between the
Paramatma and the Jeevatma. The Sri Vaishnava philosophy rooted in Vishishtaadvaita Vedanta, places supreme emphasis on
Sheshatva (servitude to Bhagavaan) and Paaratantrya (absolute dependence and submission to the lord). The third way of
serving the Lord is Bhaagavata Sheshatvam (Servitude to an absolute devotee of Bhagavan). These three doctrines form the
foundation of a Bhakta’s relationship with Bhagavaan Sriman Narayana and are discussed in detail in many Vaishnava
granthas and commentaries by the above three renowned Acharyas.

First, let us look at the concept of Sheshatva, which emerges from the Sanskrit word Shesha, which means “the remnant”
or ‘that which exists for another’—the Jeevatma exists solely for the pleasure of Bhagavan and to serve the Paramatma, i.e.
Shri Rama. The word Shesha is also unique in the manner that it indicates single-minded devotion, to a sole master. Isn’t it
apt that in the Ramayana, Lakshmana who personifies the Shesha, is also considered an incarnation of Adi Shesha, the primal
cosmic serpent on whom Sriman Narayana reclines. The great Acharya Yaamunacharya, of the Sri Vaishnava Sampradaaya,
explains Adi Shesha’s distinguished Seva Bhaava, in a shloka in his seminal work, Stotraratna —

(Shloka 40 - fAATERRATHAUIGHIHI—TUHINTIIROMTET: |ARRASTAT Avar Id—FfRad Av ghiRa st 1
Nivasasayyasanapadhukasuka, Upadhanavarshathapavaranadhibhi: | Sarirabhedhais Thava Seshathaam Gathair
Yathochitham Shesha Ithirithe Janai: |]).

The essence of the above shloka is that Sri Adi Shesha symbolises the Shesha-spirit uniquely as He serves God in all ways at
all times and in all manners — as an umbrella, throne, paadukas, couch, pillow, lamp and all else. Quite so, even in the
Ramayana, Lakshmana exists to entirely serve Shri Rama and Mata Sita at all times, whether they are awake or asleep.
Lakshmana’s identity is entirely rooted in serving Shri Rama, never considering himself as a separate individual.

The second concept, Paaratantrya, means that the Jeevatma is entirely dependent on Bhagavan for everything, much like
how a child relies on its mother. A Bhakta does not act out of personal will but surrenders completely to Bhagavaan’s divine
will.

Srimad Ramanujacharya, in his Gita Bhashya, draws a parallel between Bharata’s surrender to Shri Rama Shri Krishna’s
advice to Arjuna on complete surrender, stating that Bharata had already all personal desires to surrender to Shri Rama’s
divine will. Similarly, in his work, Abhaya Pradaana Saaram, Acharya Sri Vedanta Desika says that Bharata demonstrated
true Paaratantrya by installing Shri Rama’s paadukas on the throne, leading the life of a hermit, yet ruling the country in the
name of Shri Rama.

The third concept, Bhaagavata Sheshatva, denotes complete servitude, not to Bhagavan, but to a steadfast devotee of the
Lord, a Bhaagavata. If Lakshmana and Bharata surrendered themselves completely to the servitude of Shri Rama, Shatrughna
surrendered completely to the will and wish of the Bhaagavata, i.e. Bharata. He epitomised his character by following the
instructions of Bharata and showed that it is more valuable than desiring to serve Bhagavan directly.

In the forthcoming sections, we will respectively see how Lakshmana, Bharata and Shatrughna stood as exemplary pillars
of Bhakti to Shri Rama.

3. Lakshmana — Shri Rama’s Shadow

In the Sri Vaishnava Sampradaaya, Lakshmana is traditionally termed “llaya Perumal”, while Sita Devi is called "Piraatti*
and Shri Rama is referred to as "Perumal” or the Supreme Lord. In Sanskrit, the term llaya Perumal, becomes “Ramanuja”
that evokes the image of Sri Lakshmana more than perhaps Bharata or Shatrughna, though all his brothers were equally dear
to Shri Rama. The reason for this becomes clear when we see the terms Anuja in Sanskrit and llaya in Tamil, both of which
mean “born after”. Yet in a deeper sense, the words also mean the “one who follows” not just as a function of birth, but
throughout life. Lakshmana is entirely Shri Rama’s, accompanying him in all tasks, eating, sleeping, hinting, battling, quite
fitting to his position as a Shesha, as we have seen earlier.

When Mabharishi Vishwamitra arrives at the court of Raja Dasharatha seeking Shri Rama, the King after much persuasion
personally fetched Shri Rama “along with Lakshmana”. (Baala Kaanda, Sarga 22, Shloka 1 - Tathaa Vasishte Bruvati
Raajaa Dasharathah Svayam | Prahrishtaa Vadano Raamam Aajuhaava Sa Lakshmanam |[). Note that the words “Sa
Lakshmanam” come quite automatically. The call is for Shri Rama alone, but it automatically infers that Lakshmana will also
follow.
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The years roll on and as it is time for Shri Rama to leave for his exile, Lakshmana rushes to the feet of Shri Rama and Devi
Sita and presses Shri Rama’s feet, as if pleading and prays to him as well as Mata Sita. (Ayodhya Kaanda, Sarga 31, Shloka
2 - Sa Bhraatushcharanau Gaadham Nipiidya Raghunandanah | Seetaamuvaachaatiyashaam Raaghavam Cha
Mahaavratam |[|).

Lakshmana’s surrender is deeply symbolical here. He does not seek to accompany Shri Rama out of brotherly affection;
Lakshmana’s surrender and prayer represent a Jeevatma’s complete Sharanaagati to the Paramaatma Shri Rama and the
divine mother, Mata Sita, opine various Achaaryas. Unlike Shoorpanakha who is merely attracted by Shri Rama’s physical
form, or Ravana who seeks to take away Mata Sita, driven by lust, Lakshmana selflessly offers himself to the service of both,
and is hence is completely blessed.

Lakshmana’s self-effacing nature is borne out by his dedication as he convinces Shri Rama by saying later - (Ayodhya
Kaanda, Sarga 31, Shloka - 1T @8 3EaT IR ATy T | 3r6H §aA FRSAA Srare: F9a: 7 & || Bhavaamstu
Sahavaidehya Girisanushu Ramsyate | Aham Sarvam Karishyami Jagratah Svapatascha Te ||) — “O Rama, You along
with Seetha enjoy yourself on mountain-ridges. | shall do everything while you are waking or sleeping. ” The phrase Aham
Sarvan Karishyaami, indicates the desire to solely serve and bring joy to Bhagavan, who is the Seshi (the Master). Thus, the
true happiness of a Shesha like Lakshmana lies only in witnessing the happiness of Shri Rama and Mata Sita, not for mere
personal satisfaction. Sharanaagati, through selfless service is Lakshmana’s ultimate duty.

But perhaps the peak of Lakshmana’s Sheshatva occurs in this poignant episode in the Aranya Kaanda, where Shri Rama
requests asks his dear brother to choose a fitting place to build a cottage where they could dwell. Lakshmana characteristically
asks Shri Rama Himself to point out such an apt place, saying that he was merely a “servant”, and the choice lay with the
Master. The message here is that Lakshmana wants Shri Rama to issue a command. Also, Lakshmana says this in presence of
Mata Sita if she is not going to accept the chosen place, Shri Rama rejects it. Hence, it is firstly the choice of Mata Sita on
which Rama's approval will be automatic. This clearly shows that Lakshmana denies any identity of his own, even that of the
Bhakta and immerses himself in Kainkarya, service to the Paramaatma.

But wait, the story is not yet over. As Lakshmana builds a spacious cottage, Shri Rama marvels at his skill and selfless

dedication and gives him a warm hug and replies movingly— (Aranya Kaanda, Sarga 15, Shloka 29 - $fraaisl E(l'ﬁﬁ]?r

AT T FEHOT | cadT JAVT UATHAT o Hgead: RaT #7A || Bhaavajnena Kritajnena Dharmajnena Ca Lakshmana |

Tvayaa Putrena Dharmaatmaa Na Samvrittah Pitaa Mama ||) — “O Lakshmana, you are a knower of others’ feelings, you
have mastered many skills and you know Dharma too. With you, | feel as if my father Dasharatha is not dead, but is alive in
your form.”” Note the clever use of “my father” by Shri Rama, putting Lakshmana in the place of the caring father who would
naturally take care of the son’s (Shri Rama’s needs). This then is the true honour bestowed upon the Shesha, true servant, by
Shri Rama, the Seshi.

To conclude, as the adage goes, “The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.” Even so, we can revert to Devi Sumitra’s

immortal words to Lakshmana as the divine trio prepares to leave for exile - (Ayodhya Kaanda, Sarga 40, Shloka 9 - JHHA

&Ry fafg wme Al sereh ameaerm | 3ratears sredie fafg sres a1 a91 §@+ || Raamam Dasharatham Viddhi

Maam Viddhi Janakatmajaam |Ayodhyaam Ataveem Viddhi Gaccha Taata Yathaa Sukham ||) -"Regard Rama as your
father, Sita as your mother, and the forest as Ayodhya. Go without worry, my son." Devi Sumitra plays the role of a Guru
here, illustrating a profound truth that highlights the importance of serving the Divine - The true parents are the Divya
Dampati (the divine couple Shri Rama and Mata Sita), whereas worldly parents change across lifetimes.

Thus, by his steadfast Bhakti and selfless service, Lakshmana lived true to his name - "Lakshmano Lakshmi Sampannah
Kaikarya Shri" and became blessed with the wealth of divine service.

4. Bharata — Epitome of Total Surrender

The name Bharata means many things in the Srimad Ramayana. As we have seen earlier, Maharishi Vashista indicates that
Bharata has incarnated to “bear the burden (of the Kingdom)” at the proper time - Bharatah Raajyabharanaat - Bibharti Iti
Bharata. Yet, the name also means “one who is The Nourisher”. Though absent through most of the Baala Kaanda, half of
the Ayodhya Kaanda and the rest of the Epic, until Shri Rama returns after the exile, Bharata’s presence is visible throughout
the Epic as he nourishes it with his actions that portray his unconditional surrender to Shri Rama. What is noteworthy when
we compare the devotion of Lakshmana and Bharata is that the former serves Shri Rama by being with him, Bharata foregoes
even the joy of that closeness by completely displaying “ Bhagavat Paaratantryam”, someone who entirely submitted
himself to the will and wish of Shri Rama, who is Bhagavan, Paramaatma.

Various Acharyas including Sri Ramanuja and Swamy Vedanta Desika elaborate on the relationship between Bharata and
Shri Rama as follows - Bharata represents the conscious soul, i.e. the “Chit” or the sentient Jeevatma, the Kingdom that
comes to him as “Achit”, or material existence, while Shri Rama represents “Ishwara”, who is master of both Chit and Achit.
Thus, Bharata feels it inappropriate that he rules the Kingdom even in Shri Rama’s absence, as that would be equivalent to
stealing Bhagavan’s property.

It is with such a mindset that he confronts his mother, Queen Kaikeyi, as he returns to Ayodhya from Kekaya. Seeing the
city in a pall of gloom, but his mother calmly gives him an update —
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(Ayodhya Kaanda, Sarga 72, Shloka 15 - T arfer: @& {drar# are, a1fad o R a1a: | TS #ETeAT dored) A
qdH afa: || Yaa Gatih Sarva Bhuutaanaam Taam Gatim Te Pitaa Gatah | Raajaa Mahaatmaa Tejasvee

Yaayajuukah Sataam Gatih ||)

“Your father has gone the way of all living beings. The fate that befalls all creatures at the end of their lives has now befallen
your father.”

A crestfallen Bharata laments at this, but is firmly woken up by his mother who commands —

(Ayodhya Kaanda, Sarga 72, Shloka 24 - 3fcass 3feass fae ¥ wer g7 #er I2r: | cag faur &1 i aafed @ea: wefd

HFACT: || Uttishtha Uttishtha Kim Sheshe Raaja Putra Mahaa Yashah | Tvad Vidhaa Na Hi Shocanti Santah Sadasi

Sammataah ||)

“Arise, O Rajaputra, why are you lying down? Respected gentlemen, like you do not grieve indeed." Yet, Queen Kaikeyi’s
callous remarks are forever put to sleep by Bharata’s firm response — “Rama who is my brother, father, relative, is alone my
master and I am but a devoted servant. I shall surrender at his feet, He alone is my refuge now.”

Bharata then proceeds straight to Chitrakoota to perform Sharanaagati, after rejecting any request to rule. Here an
interesting question arises. Does Bharata’s mission succeed? On the surface, it may seem that Bharata returns empty-handed,
having failed to convince Shri Rama, but Swami Vedanta Desikan, the 14™ century Acharya and a great theologian, removes
all our doubts in his work Abhaya Pradaana Saaram, where the Acharya glorifies Shri Rama’s vow to offer refuge to all
beings at all times.

At first, Bharata does plead and beg with Shri Rama to return to Ayodhya. In the face of Bhagavan’s firm decision, Bharata
resolves to stay in the forest like a hermit himself and give up his life. Yet, cajoled and comforted by Bhagavan, Bharata
finally obeys Shri Rama’s command. Why did Shri Rama seemingly reject Bharata’s request? Swami Desikan clarifies that
prior to Bharata’s surrender, the Devas have already performed Sharanaagati to Shri Rama (as Narayana), seeking freedom
from the evil Ravana. As Bhagavan had already promised them refuge, so in order to uphold his earlier promise, he did not
immediately return to Ayodhya. Yet, he never ignored Bharata’s Sharanaagati. Shri Rama in fact blessed him with something
more valuable — His holy Paadukas that were to rule Ayodhya until Bhagavan returned. Shri Rama’s paadukas represented the
“fruit of Bharata’s Sharanaagati”.

Without making any more efforts (thus surrendering to Shri Rama’s command), Bharata resolves to live like a hermit in
Nandigraama, installing Shri Rama’s paadukas on the golden throne, administering the kingdom merely as a regent.

Like Lakshmana, Bharata too thus became Shrimaan, rich with the wealth of Kainkarya, as he attained the fortune of
serving Shri Rama’s paadukas. This is why Swami Desikan, in aother of his works, the Paaduka Sahasram, honours Bharata
as the foremost among all devotees of the Lord. Rama Himself held Bharata in the highest regard.

Another aspect to explore is Bharata’s role as a selfless Bhaagavata, a great devotee, who cared not merely to achieve his
own ends. While proceeding to Chitrakoota, he takes along all the people of Ayodhya with him, just like an Acharya calls
upon the entire society, all the Jeevatmas to follow him, and find refuge at the feet of the Paramaatma. In doing so, he makes
every living being in Ayodhya, a part of a 14-year long penance that culminates with the return of Shri Rama after conquering
Ravana and fulfilling his promise to the Devas.

What exactly was the penance? Was it the wait? Was it the pain of separation that Bharata, Shatrughna and the people of
Ayodhya endured? It was all this and more. The Yuddha Kaanda gives us a beautiful glimpse of Bharata handing over the
kingdom to Shri Rama with a statement of accounts!

(Yuddha Kaanda, Sarga 127, Shlokas 54 & 55 - 3T SIeH FaTd A HJcaed AARY: || J¥cal TRIAMTA Ta=raaredr

YeRITAS, | IARTAT TR FISSHR YT TH || HAATASTHT S Fel GAUIVT FAAT | Adya Janma Krtaartham Me
Samvrittascha Manorathah || Yastvam Pashyami Rajanamayodhyaam Punaraagataam | Avekshatam Bhavankosham
Koshthagaram Puram Balam || Bhavatastejasaa Sarvam Krtam Dashagunam Mayaa)).

"My life has accomplished its purpose today and my wish too stands fulfilled, in that I see you, its king, come back to
Ayodhya. You may review your treasury, granary, palace, armies, all of which have been enhanced tenfold by me, only by
virtue of the power of your spirit."

How was this possible? The answer comes a few chapters earlier from the view of Sri Anjaneya. As he neared Ayodhya to
give Bharata the good news, he saw Shri Rama’s brother clad like a hermit, looking sad, his limbs covered with dirt. Bharata
subsisted only on roots and fruits, engaged in austerities and protecting Dharma, with his every thought fixed on Shri Rama.
He ruled the earth after placing Shri Rama’s holy paadukas before him.”

In essence, Bharata was the second self of Dharma itself, who was eternally engaged in devoted service to Shri Rama.

5. Shatrughna — The Unsung Hero
In the whole of the Srimad Valmiki Ramayana, perhaps the one person least described, despite his princely status, is Sri
Shatrughna. The youngest of the four princes, despite his high stature appears very minimally in the ocean of 24,000 slokas
and also in other versions of the Epic. This, however, is no reflection on Shatrughna’s significance or of his stature, but solely
due to his modesty. Also, as we have seen earlier, Sriman Narayana himself incarnated in four forms and thus the Avatara of
each of the three younger brothers is for a specific purpose, to present to the world a unique nature of Bhakti to Shri Rama.
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While Lakshmana and Bharata focused on serving the Lord’s lotus feet, Shatrughna was born to show us the greatness of
Bhaagavata Sheshatva, the attitude of serving a devotee and not Bhagavaan himself directly. Our Acharyas, while speaking of
Shatrughna say that did not know another God than Bharata, who in turn did not know anything other than Shri Rama! The
lives of Shatrughna and Bharata entirely revolved around Bharata and Srirama, respectively.

This is quite evident in the opening verse of the Ayodhya Kaanda —

(Sarga 1, Shloka 1 - =BT AJAEe el dalsaTd: | AFeal frcaergean ta: WfAQEFa: || Gachchhataa

Maatulakulam Bharatena Tadaa Anaghah | Shatrughno Nityashatrughno Neetah Preetipuraskrtah ||)

In the above shloka, Shatrughna is called Anagha. Agha means sin. Anagha is the one without sin, or a fault. What fault could
this refer to? Our Acharyas say that the fault that Shatrughna conquered is ‘Ramabhakti’. Suprising, right? Would it not be a
catastrophe to call Ramabhakti a sin/ fault? But the inner meaning, with his mind so firmly set on Bharata, Shatrughna was
never carried away even by the allure of Shri Rama’s beauty, or the desire to serve him! Shatrughna existed solely to serve
Bharata. And as Ramabhakti would have distracted him, Sri Shatrughna chose to conquer this "blemish”, this Shatru of
Bhagavat Bhakti and concentrated on serving the Bhaagavata, Bharata. The relation between Bharata and Shatrughna can also
be compared to that of an Acharya and a Sishya. For those in this state of bhakti, their master is everything and that master is
a steadfast devotee of Bhagavan.

Bharata leaves for his maternal home, Kekaya. Shatrughna is not invited and yet he goes along, quite a departure from the
royal protocols of the day. This only shows how deep a bond the brothers shared.

Also, note the use of the word, “Neetah”, which means “taken”. Shatrughna was “taken”, much like any non-sentient
object, whose permission is never sought. This shows that Shatrughna entirely put himself Bharata’s hands, in a beautiful
example of Bhaagavata Sheshatva.

At this juncture, it is quite apposite to revisit the naming ceremony of the four scions of Ikshvaku dynasty. Like all the elder
princes, Shatrughna also was so impeccably named by the Kula-Guru Sage Vashishta. One might wonder, what is so special
in the name which means “Slayer of enemies? Any royal in those days needed to have this capability. But the deeper meaning
here is that besides conquering external enemies such as Lavanasura, Shatrughna had also permanently defeated the internal
foes such as Kaama, Krodha, Moha, Lobha, Mada and Maatsarya. Thus, he lived up to the meaning of his name —
Shatrughnah Nitya Shatrughnah.

Consider this. There are moments in the epic where Shri Rama Himself gets caught in anger and grief, while Lakshmana’s
temper is legendary. While Bharata's anger is also visible at some places, Shatrughna seems to an embodiment of controlled
senses. Let us bow to the foresightedness of Sage Vashishta.

Does Shatrughna never feel angry? There is one instance, where though usually a Jitendriya, Shatrughna is overwhelmed
with rage at the plotting Manthara, who has caused great pain to Bharata. He drags her along by her feet to outside the palace
but on a single command from Bharata, he stops, when told that hurting Manthara would never have Shri Rama's approval. At
a single directive from Bharata, Shatrughna completely submits without hesitation.

His extreme concern for Bharata is also shown when Shatrughna begs Shri Rama to grant him the task of destroying
Lavanasura instead of Bharata, as the latter underwent severe physical and mental rigours during Shri Rama's exile, and
praying Sri Rama to spare Sri Bharata another ordeal. Here Shatrughna is ready to put his own life on the line and no sacrifice
would be too big, in service to his beloved Bharata. This is another stellar example of Bhaagavata Sheshatvam.

In any version of the Srimad Ramayana, any mention of Shatrughna automatically comes along with that of Bharata,
similar to that of Shri Rama and Lakshmana, who were one soul in two bodies, as this shloka illustrates -

(Baala Kaanda Sarga 18, Shloka 32 - €AY ATEA T&EHOMATSN & &: || wrot: Rraa fer avr ardficaer B |

Bharatasya Api Shatrughno Lakshmana Avarajo Hi Sah || Praanaih Priyataro Nityam Tasya Ca Aasiit Tathaa
Priyah|)

While describing Lakshmana's inseparability from Sri Rama, Maharishi Valmiki is reminded of a similar bond between the
other two brothers — Bharata and Shatrughna, who were dearer to each other than their own lives.

Now, did not Shatrughna love Shri Rama like his other brothers? Let us go to the moment where both the brothers are
heading to Chitrakoota to bring back Rama, where they halt at Shringiverapura and decide to cross the River Ganga next
morning. When Bharata wakes up Shatrughna at daybreak, Shatrughna gives a reply full of mysticism and Bhakti.

(Ayodhya Kaanda Sarga 89, Shloka 3 - SITeTf# & 3rg TafAfd qdard Rf¥eaae | o vaH sradiq smam ageat sy
gafed: || Jaagarmi Na Aham Svapimi Tamevaaryam Vicintayan | Iti Evam Abraveet Bhraatraa Shatrughno Api

Pracoditah ||)
“l am awake, and not sleeping; | am meditating upon that same elder brother (Shri Rama)”.

A deeper analysis as to why Shatrughna says “that same elder brother” (d3dm¥), and not just “our elder brother”? explains
the core philosophy of his devotion to Bharata. It is because, he knew exactly how Bharata would have meditated on Rama
the whole night; and considered it as his foremost duty to please Bharata by meditating on the ‘same Shri Rama’ whom
Bharata loved the most. So, the words “the same elder brother” indicate Bharata’s direct relationship with Shri Rama, and
Shatrughna’s resolve to keep Bharata happy.
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The above sentiment also resonates in the immortal words of Shri Caitanya Mahaprabhu who identified Himself as “Gopi
Bhartuh Pada Kamalayor Dasa Dasa Anudasah' — Here, he instructs us to become not directly servants of Krishna, but
servants of the servant of Shri Krishna.

Shatrughna is thus a silent sage, who “conquered even the desire (Kaama) of serving Shri Rama, by completely shadowing
Bharata in all states. He also masters his emotions quite uniquely and we rarely see him in the grip of grief or rage or lament,.
This in the deepest sense is the fruit of his dedicated Bhaagavata Sheshatva.

6. Conclusion

As we wrap up this paper, an exercise in Bhakti, we could make sense of the depth of devotion shown by Sri Lakshmana,
Bharata and Shatrughna towards Shri Rama. Though immeasurable in all aspects, the surrender and servitude displayed by
the three brothers towards Bhagavan is an example for all of humanity to aspire to. The Bhakti here is not blind, binding or
forced here and yet, at the same time beautifully illustrates various spiritual truths of Sanaatana Dharma. To borrow a
metaphor from the recently-concluded Kumbha Mela, Lakshmana, Bharata and Shatrughna represent the Triveni Sangam of
Bhakti, that ultimately merge with the vast Ocean that is Shri Rama, each in their own way — Lakshmana as the torrential
Ganga, in an unstoppable flow yearning to be with the Lord, Bharata as the calmer Yamuna, who though as earnest as the
Ganga in meeting the Ocean, yet stays apart and merges with the pace of the Ganga, just as Lakshmana and Bharata present
the two poles of Bhagavat Bhakti. Shatrughna then, is the Saraswati, an antar-vaahini, who stays unseen, silent and merges
with the tides of both Bharata and Lakshmana, before becoming one with the “Raama-Saagara”. Let our souls take a dip in
this holy Sangam of Bhakti so that we may one day realise the joy of uniting with the Ocean, Shri Rama.
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In the multitudes of texts and scriptures that shape and define our culture, Valmiki Ramayana stands out for its
unwavering, simple, yet profound emphasis on Dharma and human values. Every shloka is streamlined and focused to
some aspect of life that serves as teaching moment for those who read it. It truly is, in that sense, a life maker. An
interesting concept that is explored in this text is reconciliation of happiness and impermanence. Valmiki Ramayana
offers a novel yet grounded perspective in this context, through the deeds and philosophy of Rama. This paper
attempts to examine this philosophy with the help of other texts such as the Vedic Samhitas, Upanishads and Yoga
Sutra, and shed a light onto how certain insights came to be. It will also compare Ramayana's perspective with
modern philosophies today, showing a new path which can guide us to a brighter future.

1. Related Works
This paper utilizes the thought process and mantras from Dhvanidipika, a Rgveda commentary by Dr. R. Ranganji. Another
valuable source of meticulously selected mantras translated to English text by the same author is the book titled “The Veda
My Passion”. This paper relies on these sources collectively, for utilization of the spiritual (HTEATIcH®) meanings in the

elucidation of the central concept in this paper.

2. Discussion

Happiness and impermanence, when viewed at first, seem to be at opposite ends of each other. Our understanding of
happiness and bliss is mostly something that is permanent, with the happiness we derive from impermanent objects being just
a small morsel (). This fact can lead down to somewhat of a slippery slope, with one thinking that an absolute rejection of
impermanence, and by extension, the world which is itself impermanent in nature, there is a space for absolute happiness. In
fact, one may use such a construct as an excuse to shirk responsibilities, because, after all, what’s the point of doing
impermanent actions to take care of impermanent relations in this “pointless” life? In this way, this rejection of
impermanence can lead to misunderstandings that can permeate the whole of society.

Valmiki’s Ramayana dives deep into this notion of impermanence. When Bharata asks Rama to come back to Ayodhya,
Rama spends some time delving into this very impermanence

AT SRS ToT A
TALALARTA Sl Twd: THEFNTI|
(Ayodhya Kanda, 105.15)
This highlights the reality of man’s agency and desire. It’s not like as if someone can do anything they want (ATcHH:

Wﬁ@r), but rather, there is some higher power that drags them through various experiences, whether they be good or

bad. This lack of agency is really the foundation for the existence of impermanence, as, since no one person has the ability to
do whatever they want, there is no real sense of control, and as a result, an absence of stability and permanence

EERRISINEERIR KRl e Dl
TR fTsRIRTI=aT: FROT= = S ||
(Ayodhya Kanda, 105.16)
This shloka beautifully puts forth the nature of things; That which is earned must be spent, what goes up must come down,

union ultimately leads to separation, and there is no life without death. Rama goes on to talk about the frailty of relationships
(), the impermanence of life and how one is blissfully unaware of this impermanence

TR Sfearied TRt SRt W@l
HTHAT A TS SHiferaere]|
(Ayodhya Kanda, 105.24)
People rejoice when the sun rises and the sun sets, and yet, no one realizes that with every passing day, life’s end (W51

Trﬁﬁ'ﬁ%ﬂ'{) approaches. In this way, Rama brings forth this impermanence and the seeming obliviousness to it.
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This, if anything, seems to reinforce the previous claim, that permanent happiness is something that is attained by rejecting
the whole world. Rama, however, takes a completely different stance when it comes to the synthesis of happiness and

impermanence:
FIY: YA Fadl arstaf:|
AT gE FrRIThed: @vTST: TSiT: San||
(Ayodhya Kanda, 105.31)

As life is fleeting, one should invariably keep oneself in a pursuit leading to happiness. After all, beings are meant to be
happy. This verse seamlessly connects and synthesizes impermanence and happiness, showing that the journey towards
happiness is through enjoying the small joys yielded in impermanence.

This alone isn’t Rama’s intention here, however. Rama ultimately shows that Dharma, which led him to live in the forest, is
this pursuit leading to happiness, by which these impermanent things are made better through the desire to provide welfare for
others. Through Dharma, and selflessly sacrificing oneself for this principle, that which is impermanent isn’t pushed away,
but rather celebrated and nourished as instruments that lead to that permanent, everlasting, Bliss.

The Vedas beautifully outline this concept. In the Vedas, an almost similar view on impermanence that was previously

discussed is found:
e argf
| TN AT, TSR |
(Taittiriya Aranyaka, 1.65)
This mantra describes the Sun as a force that determines the passage of time, and by that, the end of lives (ﬂﬁ'fﬂi’). Every
sunrise and sunset further drain the vital force (JT9T) of the living beings. By connecting this aspect with Surya, the Vedas

seem to connect it with the Atma itself. (E;&‘ SATCHT STT: TEYRT). By doing this, it seems to suggest this impermanence and
transitoriness of life is deeply connected with our own existence, we ourselves serving as plain witnesses for the goings and
comings in life.
The Vedas connect another aspect with Surya as well

TYIH INE: T

ST ¥IRE: 6l

T IE: |

HISH INE: 7|

o IE: T

I[UTE INE:

This mantra is a simple prayer to the very same Sun, asking for the ability to experience and nourish these impermanent
things to the very same Self, showing that this impermanence, rather than being the antithesis of happiness and bliss, is
simply something that shouldn’t be misunderstood and misused, but rather, utilized for Dharma, which further leads to this
eternal happiness.

This synthesis serves as the bedrock of Rama’s actions throughout the epic. Rama doesn’t shy away from the impermanent,
but rather, he understands impermanence as it is, all the while utilizing it to give everyone around him happiness. The whole

of Valmiki’s Ramayana, in this sense, does the same, being centered in this very impermanence. It is important to remember
here that Dharma is ultimately the linking factor in this synthesis. As Rama puts it,

GHTIHTAT: fohet ATd Aok GEITETaT SHwaredy| (Ayodhya Kanda, 21.56)

When one follows Dharma, every other aspect of life falls in line, giving rise to a balanced and holistic lifestyle.

3. Conclusion

Valmiki’s Ramayana is, at its very core, a story whose theme is Dharma. Every shloka is devoted to expounding Dharma in
some way, realizing a nuanced yet simple story that can deal with simplest of dilemmas to the most complicated of debates. It
is this spirit that allows it to provide a beautiful and powerful synthesis of happiness and impermanence, showing how,
through Dharma, this problem is turned into something that provides a holistic and genuine change into all of our lives.

One such juxtaposition is happiness and impermanence. Rama’s philosophy surrounding these promises to be quite powerful
in providing insight into how Dharma connects with consciousness, prosocial motivation, and important characteristics for
sustainability in life.
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